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Your First Presbyterian Church Family believes in the power of prayer.  (See 
Romans 1:9b).  You are hereby given the name of someone we ask you to pray for 
until you receive your next Presby Press.   
 

You are encouraged to contact that person with a card, note, phone call or 
personal visit so they know you are praying for them this month.  Be assured 
that your name is being given to another to also pray for you this month.   
 

May Godôs richest blessings be with you always! 
 

Yours in Christ, Discipleship Committee 
 

Please clip this reminder & post it to remind you to pray for:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

From the Pastorôs Desk: 
 

Finding Our Way Home to God During the Season of Lent 
 

Lent is a season in the Christian calendar year to intentionally draw near to 

the LORD through focused worship, devotion, study and self-examination.  

It is a 40 day spiritual pilgrimage (plus 7 Sundays through Easter) that be-

gins on Ash Wednesday (Feb. 17) and takes us deep into the arms of Godôs 

love as we examine Jesusô ministry, suffering and glorious Resurrection on 

our behalf.  It is an important annual journey during which all followers 

can GROW to deeper faith. 
 

I'm very excited about the rich and meaningful content that will guide our 

Lenten journey this year, entitled "The Prodigal God", by Timothy Keller, 

a Presbyterian pastor in New York City.   In weekly sermons and small 

groups we will gather around a fresh and challenging examination of the 

parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15, giving us a clearer picture of God 

and ourselves.  Pastor Keller points out that this parable is perhaps the 

clearest presentation of the gospel that exists in the Bible.  He says it re-

veals the secret heart of Christianity such that if all of Jesusô teaching were 

ñlikened to a lake, the famous Parable of the Prodigal Son would be one of 

the clearest spots where we can see all the way to the bottom.ò  I believe 

this Lenten study is going to challenge all of us to see Christianity in a       
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SESSION NEWS 
 

 

January 2010 
 

Session held itôs regular monthly meeting on January 19th, 2010. 
 

The proposed budget for 2010 was discussed in detail by Mike Farrell and 

Jim Keely. It was moved by the Administration  

Committee and carried by Session vote to accept the proposed 2010 budget. 
 

It was moved by Dave Farrell, seconded by Jim Keely and carried by Session 

vote to approve Bruce Smith as FPC Commissioner and Nathalie Schmidt as 

alternate to the Presbytery. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Steve Burris 

Clerk 

 

 

 
CALL TO ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING FOR 2010.  
 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 

21st, 2010 @ 10:15 a.m. in Scott Hall for the purpose of: 
 

(a) Reviewing the 2010 budget; 

(b) Electing of congregational members of the Nominating Committee; 

(c) Receiving annual reports 

(d) Transact any other business that may properly come before the meeting. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Steve Burris, Clerk 

 

Prayer Partners requests for February 2010: 
 

Youth:   Pray for students returning from Blizzard and Sno-

Camp that they will take what the Holy Spirit was speaking to 

them during the camp retreat and apply it personally to their 

lives.  
 

Student Ministries:  Pray for students and ministries as they 

return from breaks and camps that they will begin afresh with 

excitement to know and follow God. 
 

Staff:  Pray for the staff who has eagerly stepped forward to 

help cover youth group meetings during this season:  James 

Burkey, Tim Huebner, Carmela Shea, Kristin Nordstrom, and 

others.  Praise God for their willing and caring hearts.  Ask that 

God blesses each one.      
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whole new way.  It will impact both the devout and the skeptic to understand 

God more and his mysterious motives of love and grace for us that confound 

our religious assumptions and categories.  
 

There are 3 different levels at which each of us can participate in this Lenten 

study:   

(1) Community level:  Please make a personal commitment to join your  

  church family in worship each Sunday from February 14 through Easter, 

  April 4.  The sermon content will be designed to teach us all. 

(2) Individual level:   Use Timothy Kellerôs book, The Prodigal God, for  

  your own personal reading each week during Lent.  Purchase his book  

  through Christian Book Distributors at christianbook.com or call 1-800- 

  Christian, or order your copy through The Book Mouse. 

(3) Small Group level:  Join one of the many on-going or new small groups  

  for the Lenten season and be part of the rich level of growth that takes  

  place in small groups.  There are groups meeting on most days of the  

  week to handle just about any schedule.  Call me or talk to me if you are  

  interested in being part of a small group. 
 

I encourage you to GROW to deeper faith during this holy season of Lent by 

choosing to participate at one or more levels described above.  Please let me 

know if you have any questions that will help you in any way.  My prayer for 

each of us is that we would draw closer to the LORD who loves us more  

profoundly than we know and who will live in us showing us what real life is 

about if we will choose to seek him.  Let us seek him together now! 
 

God bless you, 

Pastor John Walker 
 

P.S.  If you would like to see a brief video trailer describing ñThe Prodigal 

Godò, go to this site:  http://www.theprodigalgod.com/video.html 

 

 

 

 

 

The Next NEW MEMBERS CLASS Starts  

Sunday, February 28th! 
 

 

WHEN:     Each Sunday for 7 weeks starting Feb 28 at 10:15 a.m. 

WHERE:  The Church Library  
 

This 7 week class is an engaging small group experience offered 

for all newcomers to the First Presbyterian family and those who 

want to learn more about the church and our Christian faith.  At 

the end of this 7 week class, participants will have the option to 

join FPCôs membership.  
 

TO SIGN UP OR FIND OUT MORE:  

Call the Church office at 433-1045 

 

Our Elders are 
committed 
 to serving. 

 
 

Nathalie Schmidt 
(Worship) 
433-0175 

 

Lori Trolinger  
(Discipleship) 

795-6791 
 

Mark Turek 
(Trustee) 
431-0093 

 

Steve Burris 
(Trustee) 
481-9830 

 

Cindy Arjes 
(Mission) 
915-1159 

 

Mary Lou Smith 
(Discipleship) 

795-5925 
 

Steve Burris 
(Clerk of Session) 

481-9830 
 

Jim Keely 
(Administration & Personnel) 

433-0868 
 

Jan Lindeman 
(Administration) 

431-9904 
 

Bruce Smith 
(Deacon) 
795-5925 

 

Dave Farrell 
(Worship) 
252-2351 

 

Tina Watt 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

 

Dick Sellars 
(Trustee) 
434-7633 

 

Jackie Bean 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

434-3380 
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Emergency Appeal from Church World Service: Hygiene Kits for Haiti 
 

The Mission Strategies & Resources Board encourages Blackhawk Presbytery congregations to respond to this 

appealða practical, hands on way to support our sisters and brothers in Haiti. 
 

Given the need, would your church make Hygiene Kits? We are appealing to the congregations of  

Blackhawk Presbytery to put together Hygiene Kits and bring them to the February 9 presbytery  

meeting at Park Presbyterian Church in Streator.  
 

To assemble a Hygiene Kit you will need: 

One hand towel measuring approximately 16" x 28" (no fingertip or bath towels)  

One washcloth    Six Band-Aids®    One wide-tooth comb  

One nail clipper    One toothbrush (in original packaging)  

One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper)     One-gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure 
 

Please do not add toothpaste (or any other items) to the Hygiene Kit. Toothpaste that has an extended expiration 

date will be added to Hygiene Kit shipments just prior to shipment. Seal all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with 

a zipper closure.  Please put the Kits in boxes, with the quantity of Kits written on the outside, and your churchôs 

name, city and state. 
 

Hygiene Kit value: $5-10 

Processing/Shipping Cost: $2 per Kit 
 

Bring the kits with you to the presbytery meeting February 9 in Streator, and weôll be there to pick them up.  We 

appreciate monetary donations of $2 per Kit to help cover our shipping costs to Haiti, made out to Church World 

Service.   
 

If your congregation needs more time, or makes additional Kits after Feb. 9, we will have a drop-off spot in the 

Rockford area later in the month. 
 

 

 

NOTE: We will be collecting these items, or already made up kits, until Feb. 7. Then we will have a table set up 

in Scott Hall during fellowship for people to assemble kits. You can drop items at the church office or bring them 

on Sunday, Feb. 7. Monetary donations will be taken also for shipping expenses. Thank You!! 

 

 

 

 

Baby Kits are also needed! 
 

There is also a need for Baby Kits to help mothers of newborn children. Chris Keely is heading up a drive to put 

together these kits. 
 

To assemble a Baby Kit you will need: 

 6 cloth diapers    2 diaper pins     1 sweater or sweatshirt 

 2 receiving blankets  2 sleepers or gowns  2 t-shirts (no onesies) 

 2 washcloths 

Items must be new and under 12 months in size. Wrap items inside one of the receiving blankets and secure with 

both diaper pins. 
 

Chris is checking to find the cloth diapers and she will let us know prices and where we can purchase them.  

There will be a drop-off site set up later this month where we will be able to send our kits. So again, we will try to 

set up a Sunday or two where we can put together kits during fellowship time. 
 

Please drop off any items at the church office.  
 

Contact Chris Keely (433-0868) for more information. 
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Dear friends,  
 

Happy New Year 2010 to all of you and many blessings. We had great year 2009 and have experienced 
many great things. I hope you were able to catch some of it through our updates. Here is what happened in 
December 2009.  
 
 

THANKSGIVING PARTY | American holiday in Czech  
We have celebrated Thanksgiving in Czech this year. Our 
Lighthouse English team had prepared for the students 
from their classes BIG thanksgiving dinner. We had about 
60 people for dinner from the church and classes. It was 
amazing opportunity to spend time together, talk about an 
idea of being thankful, hearing from Johan and Mindy about 
their life and how God brought them to Vsetin. I see great 
encouragement in this and we are thinking how to have this 
idea of connecting with the students of English studio more 
in these informal and semi-formal meetings. This will be 
great challenge for us in 2010.  
 
 

CHRSITMAS TIME | snapshotsé.  
Weekend before Christmas we were celebrating coming of Lord  
Jesus Christ with our children. We had our annual Christmas  
children celebration. Lot of parents, grandmas and friends showed 
up for this. We had some food after and enjoyed being together. 
This was our main Christmas event.  
At the very end of the year we spend three days with about half of 
the church and friends at the hotel in Malenovice. This is again our 
ñtraditionalò event. Lot of the people in Lighthouse church have non-
Christian parents or other relatives and this has been great opportu-
nity to invite them. We had Christmas service where we were talking 
about real meaning of Christmas.  
 

NEW ELDERS | what are next steps?  
After roughly 4 years of Lighthouse existence we have decided that it is time to look for new elders. We spend 
a lot of time talking about who elders are, who can be an elder, what are they supposed to do. It was great 
time, because many people said it was for the first time when they have heard about this. After prayer and 
meeting with the whole church we had chosen 5 men to be leaders.  
 

What is a head of us in the near future and what you can pray for:  
ï in February we will start another 3 month course.  

of the things that worked before won´t work now. Please pray for us, when we are trying to find out how to or-
ganize and structure our church. We are also looking for new ways how to help people to connect in small 
groups.  

wisdom and unity.                Thank you for your friendship and help, with love,  
      Lighthouse Church  
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WIN, GROW, GO: SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 
 

 

  Ottawa PADS shelter is opening for the season!  We need volunteers to help cover  
  3 shifts, 4 hours each, one evening a month from October through April.  
  There are usually 2 people per shift, so we only need 6 people to help each month.  
  Would you be willing to GO and help the homeless of our  
  community? You can help once or more if youôd like! 
  Please contact Dianne Jamison (433-1045) if you are able 
  to help.  
 

Dates for this season are: Feb. 13, Mar. 13, and Apr. 10. 
 

 
 
 

 

A Servantôs Heart: 
A Servantôs Heart will be serving free soup & sandwich lunches from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Monday, 
through Friday, at 1001 Clinton St. Please share this info with those in need.  
 

Habitat for Humanity: The Mission committee will be staying in contact with Habitat and will pass 
on volunteer opportunities as they come available. Contact Betsy Feagans for more info (433-5480). 
 

Ottawa Community Food Basket:  
Donations for the Food Basket for the month of February will be Hamburger Helpers . Letôs fill the 
barrels at the entrances to our sanctuary and see if we can do even more to share our gifts with the 
less fortunate in our community. Monetary donations may also be given; just be sure to designate 
that it is for the Food Basket.  
 

Free Chili Supper and Prayer Night, Wednesdays, 5:30 ð7:00 p.m. at IL. Valley Evangelical 
Free Church. Supper will be at 5:30 followed by prayer at 6:00. Personal prayer requests will be 
prayed for, then prayer time will focus on praying for our community and country.  
 

Prayer Shawls: Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is still going strong.  
Do you know someone who could use a hug from God (who doesnôt)? Please call us so that we 
may provide a Prayer Shawl for you to give that ñsomeoneò who needs Godôs hug.  
Jackie Bean 434-3380  Karen Cohen 433-4308 
 

Why not join a small group? At FPC small groups are important. Why? Because few experiences 
encourage and build our faith more than small groups. Small groups teach us how to better know, 
understand and apply Godôs word in daily life. They also become a place of good friendship and  
caring. Want to join a small group? Itôs easy! Just talk to Pastor John or one of the small group  
leaders listed below: 
 

Lloyd & Diane Chapman (Sun. AM): 433-0368 
Mike & Diane Farrell (Sun. PM): 434-2774    John Walker/Men (Thurs. AM): 434-1045 

Betsy Feagans (Mon. PM): 433-5480      Helen Tammen (Thurs. AM): 434-3860 
Carol Engberg/Women (Mon. PM): 434-0653   Lisa Mestelle/Women-Beth Moore Bible Study  
Chris Yepsen (Tues. PM): 488-0279        (Thurs. PM): 434-2318 
Jan & Linda Lindeman (Wed. PM): 431-9904   Kim Willis/Couples (Fri. PM): 228-7371 
              Jim Keely/Men (Sat. AM): 433-0868 
 

 

 
Take the time to check out our growing website!!  

 

Just go to www.ottawafirstpres.org and enjoy this work in progress!  
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Pastor John or  

Dianne Jamison and we will pass on the information.  
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FOOD & FELLOWSHIP 
 

Secret Sisters Reveal Party 
 

Sunday, Feb. 7, 2:00 p.m. 

in Scott Hall 
 

Anyone who would like to become a Secret Sister 

is invited to join us for fun, food, & friendship! 

Please bring a favorite dessert to share. 

 

 
FEBRUARY 

 

Jimmie Newman, Deagan Voigt      2 
Cheryl Sellars            5 
Ethel Newman, Carly Stohr, Leeann Severe  8 
Kayla Zeilmann, Craig Couch       9 
Vina Rowe, Nathan Hess, Michael Willis   10 
Dan Brockman            11 
Idalia Stricklin, Jim Thompson      13 
Noah Trolinger, Barb White,       14 
John Damron            15 
Jacob Couch            16 
LuAnn Atwood            18 
Erin Stuedemann, Ken Nona       19 
Tiffini Dial             24 
Susan Hayward           25 
Sue Brockman            27 
Bill Gaspar, Dianne Jamison       28  
 
 

MARCH 
 

Beverly Boudreau           1 
Lisa Smithmeyer           2 
Don Kranov             3 
Kerry Gerding            5 
Nancy Lewis, Ashley Stohr, Barry Cohen   6 
Randy Ehret, Sr.           8 
Kathy Gonzalo, Ella Havenga       13 
Lindsey Cross, Darren Bragg       15 
John W. Walker           16 
Sarah Walker, Tamie Thompson      17 
Grant Smithmeyer          21 
Ed Grobe, Madeleine Trolinger      22 
Matthew Walker           24 
Mark Gaspar, Kori Jo Heth        26 
Gracie Couch            31  

Ladies Nite Out 
 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 2, 5:30 p.m., at Hanks 
 

Please contact Dianne Jamison (433-1045) 

for info & reservations.  

All women are invited for the fun!! 

Bring an extra $1 and you  

might win a free meal! 

 

KUM JOIN US  
 

Will meet Sunday, Feb. 7, 12:30 p.m. 
at the hospital cafeteria.  

Please join us for good food & 
fellowship! 

 

All women are invited to 
join for fellowship,  

food, and fun! 
We meet on the 1st & 

3rd Wed. of the month at 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Contact Lois Nawrocki 
(434-6755)  

or Jackie Bean (434-3380) for more info. 
 

Sat. Community Prayer Breakfasts: 
 

We have made plans for the coming months to 

gather each month to continue our prayers for 

renewal and revival in the Ottawa and surround-

ing community and invite you to attend and 

bring a friend.   Please join us: 
 

Feb. 6, 6:30-8:00 a.m. at Bethel Lutheran 

Church, 651 W. Madison Street, Ottawa 

Mar. 6, 6:30-8:00 a.m. at Evangelical United 

Methodist Church, 1116 Illinois Ave, Ottawa 

Apr. 10, 6:30-8:00 a.m. at Trinity Lutheran 

Church, 717 Chambers Street, Ottawa 

May 8, 7:00-9:00 a.m. Pine Ridge Center, Cup 

of Cold Water Ministry, Norway IL 

We always have great food and fellowship, and 

even your pastor will enjoy the time together 

with other believers. Don't forget to invite the 

shepherd and continue to pray for him or her as 

the new year progresses.  For more information 

contact Jim Keely (433-0868). 
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   Dear FPC, 
   We want to take this time to say ñthank youò for ALL you do for us, the ministry,  
   And the village. We are so blessed to have you all in our lives. We thank you  
   Mostly for your prayersðthe most important ingredient of our ministry. 
   Thank you for all the help and assistance you gave to the Nov. 2009 team that  
   Came and served in the village school. The team was fantastic, as always!  
   Ottawa teams are the BEST! They all truly know how to share the LOVE of  

JESUS!! We continue to pray Godôs blessing for FPC! We love you all and weôre so grateful to be in 
your family!       Weôre Serving Jesus Joyfully, Craig & Peggy Harvey 
 

I want to thank everyone for their support during this past summer and fall when Benjamin was going 
through his surgeries and bouts between. It was a lot of traveling and very tolling on everyone. The 
prayers were definitely felt during the trials that Benjamin was experiencing and with me too. I espe-
cially want to thank those that put together and provided for the fundraiser this last fall during the 
Scarecrow Fest. I don't even know how to show my gratitude. The selfless acts that a family will do for 
one is definitely shown in this church family. How fortunate we are to have such a loving family and 
community here at First Presbyterian Church. Benjamin is doing well and back to school and we are 
finally back to a "normal" life again. Thank you again for the love that you have shown for my family. 
                           Gail, Tiffini & Benjamin Dial  
 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you  so much for the cards, prayers, and many offers to help I any way, at my home or the  
office, after my fall. Itôs a wonderful feeling to know that so many are willing and able to help! I am 
proud to say that I belong to the First Presbyterian Church Family!! 
God Bless!                           Dianne Jamison 
 

We would like to thank you all for the cards, thoughts and prayers we have received throughout the 
pregnancy. We are so blessed to have such a wonderful church family. It's hard to put all our feelings 
of gratitude into two simple words of "thank you." We are so excited to have Jax and Marek here and 
to meet all of you! 
Thank you again.            Sincerely, Kyle, Laura, Nolan, Jax and Marek Zarwell  

 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one and love the other; or else he  
will be loyal to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon. (Mammon 
meaning material wealth) Luke 16:13.  This verse is not condemning those who love God and are 
blessed by Him with Worldly possessions, after all God wants His children to prosper.  Beloved, I 
pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers (3 John:2).   
However this verse is a warning to us about the love of money.  For money can take God's place  
in our lives, and even become our master if we are not careful!   
 
Further, it is written; For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed 
from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
(1 Timothy 6:10)  I'll bet that you know someone who is consumed by the power of money, and will 
go to any length to get it.  Sadly for them, the love of money becomes their god that can never 
bring them peace, love, hope or faith.  They spend their time worrying about those who would take 
their assets from them, and truly do not enjoy the real blessings of life!   
 
Enjoy the things your money can buy, but also remember the one who blessed you with it.  For it is 
through Him that all blessings flow! 

 


