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        Volume 34 No. 1                     JANUARY  2010 

 
 

Your First Presbyterian Church Family believes in the power of prayer.  (See 
Romans 1:9b).  You are hereby given the name of someone we ask you to pray for 
until you receive your next Presby Press.   
 

You are encouraged to contact that person with a card, note, phone call or 
personal visit so they know you are praying for them this month.  Be assured 
that your name is being given to another to also pray for you this month.   
 

May God’s richest blessings be with you always! 
 

Yours in Christ, Discipleship Committee 
 

Please clip this reminder & post it to remind you to pray for: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Next Scheduled 

 

Service of Healing and Wholeness: 
 
 
 

Tuesday, January 26 
 

 Time:  7:00 p.m. 
 Place: FPC Sanctuary 
 Who:  Anyone who has need for God’s  
  healing in any area of body or life  
  is encouraged to come 
 
 

(NOTE: Please see page 3.) 

our mission  
 

To be the  

loving  

Community of 

Jesus Christ 

that will  

 

WIN 

new followers 

of Christ to 

saving faith 

 

GROW 

All followers 

to deeper faith 

 

GO 

Into the  

world and  

demonstrate 

faith 
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Pastor 
John W.  Walker 

jwalker@ottawafirstpres.org 
 
 

Interim Director of  
Student Ministry 

Betty Ehret 
behret@ottawafirstpres.org 

 
 

Church Secretary 
Dianne Jamison 

fpcone@ottawafirstpres.org 
 
 

Treasurer 
Betty Angus 

 
 

Westminster  
Choir Director 

Lloyd Chapman 
Lloyd@udnet.net 

 
 

Organist 
Diane Chapman 

 
 

Music Team Leader 
Mike Stohr 

mcstohr@att.net 
 
 

Accompanist 
Gail Cross 

 
The Presby Press is published 

monthly by  
First Presbyterian Church 

114 E. Jefferson St., Ottawa, IL 
61350 

Telephone 815-433-1045 
 
 
 

Note:   
All articles for publication 

are due at  9AM on the fourth  
Monday of the month. 

 

SESSION NEWS 
 

 

December 2009 
 

Session held its regular monthly meeting on December15th, 2009. 
 

Worship Committee announced that there will be a Service of 

Healing and Wholeness on January 26th, 2010 with communion to 

be served. 
 

CALL TO ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING FOR 

2010. 
 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, 

February 21st, 2010 @ 10:15 a.m. in Scott Hall for the purpose 

of: 
 

(a) Reviewing the 2010 budget; 

(b) Electing of congregational members of the Nominating  

   Committee; 

(c) Receiving annual reports 

(d) Transact any other business that may properly come before the 

      meeting. 
 

Session voted to keep Betty Angus on as Treasurer. 
 

With Scott Alonge stepping down as Clerk of Session, session 

voted Steve Burris as the new Clerk of Session. Steve will take 

over effective January 1st, 2010. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Scott Alonge 

Clerk 

 

Prayer Partners requests for January 2010: 
 

Youth:  Pray for students to be rejuvenated during their Christ-

mas break. Ask God to give them peace as they prepare for  

semester exams and for clarity of mind as they take the exams.  
 

Student Ministries:  Pray for SnoCamp (high school) and 

Blizzard (junior high) for safety, spiritual growth, and new 

commitments. Pray for our new series during youth group that 

will wrestle with tough questions. 
 

Staff:  Lift up each staff person by name praying for their per-

sonal relationship and time with God: Tim Huebner, James 

Burkey, Kristen Nordstrom, Carmela Shea, Randy Ehret, and 

Betty Ehret.      
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 Service of Healing and Wholeness  
 

Tuesday, January 26 
7:00 PM in the Sanctuary 

 

In Luke 4, Jesus quotes Isaiah 61 which tells of the great power God 
has given through Christ for healing in our lives:   
 

“He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom 
for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners…to  
comfort all who mourn and provide for those who grieve, to bestow  
on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness  
instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of  
despair.” 
 
A small group of people have been praying together for over 2 years,  
asking God to show us how we might better witness his power at  
First Presbyterian Church for healing in the many areas of life where 
people are hurting:  relationships, marriages, personal sin, bodily  
sickness, spiritual despair, joblessness, financial hardship, etc.   
 
We now believe God is calling us to act in trust by asking him to bring 
liberating healing power for life’s hardships.  We believe that he would 
use our congregation as a place where people from inside and outside 
FPC can find hope and power to be healed.   
 
In trust, in great hope and in that sense of God’s calling, there will be 
a service specifically designed to address people’s need for healing of 
any kind (see the details in the heading above).   
 
Any who would like to come for this hour-long service of prayer for 
healing for any sort of need are invited to join us and to invite others to 
come as well.  Let us come together and ask Jesus to meet us in our 
need for healing.   

 

Our Elders are 
committed 
 to serving. 

 
 

Fran Hess 
(Worship) 
433-4237 

 

Lori Trolinger 
(Discipleship) 

795-6791 
 

Mark Turek 
(Trustee) 
431-0093 

 

Steve Burris 
(Trustee) 
481-9830 

 

Char Bragg 
(Mission & Personnel) 

433-3936 
 

Mary Lou Smith 
(Discipleship) 

795-5925 
 

Scott Alonge 
(Clerk of Session) 

416-8019 
 

Jim Keely 
(Administration & Personnel) 

433-0868 
 

Jan Lindeman 
(Administration) 

431-9904 
 

Erin Stuedemann 
(Deacon) 
795-6119 

 

Dave Farrell 
(Worship) 
252-2351 

 

Tina Watt 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

 

Dick Sellars 
(Trustee) 
434-7633 

 

Jackie Bean 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

434-3380 
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YOU can make a difference in the life of a child in 

LaSalle County… 

 
Last year, 49 children entered foster care in LaSalle County, in need of safe, loving homes. A 
total of 130 children now live in foster care in this county, along with 140 in adoptive homes 
ÁÎÄ ΤΩ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÇÕÁÒÄÉÁÎÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÏÆ ,Á3ÁÌÌÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÕÄ ÏÆ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ 
stepped up to help each other. You can join these families to make a positive change in your 
community ɀ be a foster parent! 
 
)ÌÌÉÎÏÉÓȭ ÃÈÉÌÄ ×ÅÌÆÁÒÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÉÎ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÎÏ× ÏÆÆÅÒÓ ÆÏÓÔÅÒ  
parents a broad range of support services to help you make a difference in the life of a child. 
DCFS also works hard to match the needs of each foster child with the special strengths and 
interest of individual foster families. In LaSalle County today, we especially need families who 
can: 
Ɇ ÃÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÄÏÌÅÓÃÅÎÔÓ 
Ɇ ÃÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÌÅ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ 
Ɇ ÃÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÌÁÒÇÅ ÓÉÂÌÉÎÇ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ 
Ɇ ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÉÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅ Á ÓÁÆÅ ÁÎÄ 
 successful return home for their children 
 
As a foster parent, you will receive free training, a monthly stipend, and support services to 
help meet the needs of your foster child. DCFS staff will work with you to obtain a foster care 
license for your home, and then to support your success as a foster parent, every step of the 
way. 
 
To become a foster parent, call the DCFS Ottawa office at 
815-433-4371 today! 
 

Be a foster parent! 

 
 



Page 5 

 

Dear friends,  
 

First week there was retreat for fathers and kids. Our dads like things 
to be “low cost” and outdoory so the whole retreat took place in old 
cabin in the woods. Kids spend time outside, playing games and also 
sharing Bible stories. It was great that even at this kind of event we 
were able to have friends who don´t know Jesus.  
 
Second was a sleep over for our youth group. It wasn´t really out of 
town, but that was even better. It started with a camp fire and then 
there was a sleepover in the church with movie in the evening. The 
cool part was that next day most of the kids stayed for the church 
service, for some of them for the first time.  
 

 
 
 
 
Last retreat was our usual Lighthouse English weekend. Ac-
cording to many this has been the best one so far. In the eve-
ning Johan and Mindy were sharing testimony about how God 
brought them to Czech.  
 
 
 
What is a head of us in the near future and what you can pray for:  
 

ï we just ended up with a huge thanksgiving party, but we are about to start again in  
    February.  
 

 
 

 
    decisions. There are basically two options. Do two services and stay or find new place.  
 

 
 

Thank you for your friendship and help, with love,  
Lighthouse Church  
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WIN, GROW, GO: SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 
 

 

  Ottawa PADS shelter is opening for the season! We need volunteers to help cover  
  3 shifts, 4 hours each, one evening a month from October through April.  
  There are usually 2 people per shift, so we only need 6 people to help each month.  
  Would you be willing to GO and help the homeless of our  
  community? You can help once or more if you’d like! 
  Please contact Dianne Jamison (433-1045) if you are able 
  to help.  
 

Dates for this season are: Jan. 9, Feb. 13, Mar. 13, and Apr. 10. 
 

 
 
 

 

A Servantôs Heart: 
A Servant’s Heart will be serving free soup & sandwich lunches from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Monday, 
Wednesday & Fridays, at 1001 Clinton St. Please share this info with those in need.  
 

Habitat for Humanity: The Mission committee will be staying in contact with Habitat and will pass 
on volunteer opportunities as they come available. Contact Betsy Feagans for more info (433-5480). 
 

Ottawa Community Food Basket: 
Donations for the Food Basket for the month of January will be soups. Let’s fill the barrels at the 
entrances to our sanctuary and see if we can do even more to share our gifts with the less fortunate 
in our community. Monetary donations may also be given; just be sure to designate that it is for the 
Food Basket.  
 

Free Chili Supper and Prayer Night, Wednesdays, 5:30ð7:00 p.m. at IL. Valley Evangelical 
Free Church. Supper will be at 5:30 followed by prayer at 6:00. Personal prayer requests will be 
prayed for, then prayer time will focus on praying for our community and country.  
 

Prayer Shawls: Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is still going strong. 
Do you know someone who could use a hug from God (who doesn’t)? Please call us so that we 
may provide a Prayer Shawl for you to give that “someone” who needs God’s hug.  
Jackie Bean 434-3380  Karen Cohen 433-4308 
 

Why not join a small group? At FPC small groups are important. Why? Because few experiences 
encourage and build our faith more than small groups. Small groups teach us how to better know, 
understand and apply God’s word in daily life. They also become a place of good friendship and  
caring. Want to join a small group? It’s easy! Just talk to Pastor John or one of the small group  
leaders listed below: 
 

Lloyd & Diane Chapman (Sun. AM): 433-0368 
Mike & Diane Farrell (Sun. PM): 434-2774    John Walker/Men (Thurs. AM): 434-1045 

Betsy Feagans (Mon. PM): 433-5480      Helen Tammen (Thurs. AM): 434-3860 
Carol Engberg/Women (Mon. PM): 434-0653   Lisa Mestelle/Women-Beth Moore Bible Study  
Chris Yepsen (Tues. PM): 488-0279        (Thurs. PM): 434-2318 
Jan & Linda Lindeman (Wed. PM): 431-9904   Kim Willis/Couples (Fri. PM): 228-7371 
              Jim Keely/Men (Sat. AM): 433-0868 
 

 

 
Take the time to check out our growing website!! 

 

Just go to www.ottawafirstpres.org and enjoy this work in progress! 
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Pastor John or  

Dianne Jamison and we will pass on the information. 
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FOOD 

& 

FELLOWSHIP 
 
 

 
JANUARY 

Colin Voigt             1 
Jodi Mestelle, Keith Stevenson      5 
Michael Hess            6 
Dick Sellars             7 
Marilyn Dudgeon           8 
Karen Felty             9 
Betty Ehret             12 
Dawn Hess             13 
Jim Davey             16 
Kevin Lindeman           20 
Lois Nawrocki, Jessica Jamison      22 
Kerry Alonge            23 
Earl Gerding, Nathalie Schmidt      26 
Debbie Walker, Andrew Felty, Dana Snook  27 
Lewis Bartlett, Steve Bybee       29 
Winona Bartlett           31 
 

 

FEBRUARY 
 

Jimmie Newman, Deagan Voigt      2 
Cheryl Sellars            5 
Ethel Newman, Carly Stohr, Leeann Severe  8 
Kayla Zeilmann, Craig Couch       9 
Vina Rowe, Nathan Hess, Michael Willis   10 
Dan Brockman            11 
Idalia Stricklin, Jim Thompson      13 
Noah Trolinger, Barb White,       14 
John Damron            15 
Jacob Couch            16 
LuAnn Atwood            18 
Erin Stuedemann, Ken Nona       19 
Tiffini Dial             24 
Susan Hayward           25 
Sue Brockman            27 
Bill Gaspar, Dianne Jamison       28  

Ladies Nite Out 
 

Tuesday, Jan. 5, 6:00 p.m., at Woodyôs 

 

Please contact Betsy Feagans (433-5480) 

for info & reservations.  

All women are invited for the fun!! 

Bring an extra $1 and you  

might win a free meal! 

 

KUM JOIN US  
 

Will meet Sunday, Jan. 3, 12:30 p.m. 
at the hospital cafeteria.  

Please join us for good food & 
fellowship! 

 

All women are invited to 
join for fellowship,  

food, and fun! 
We meet on the 1st & 

3rd Wed. of the month at 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Contact Lois Nawrocki 
(434-6755)  

or Jackie Bean (434-3380) for more info. 

Kum  

Join Us  

would like to  

thank everyone who 

donated to the Mitten Tree! 

We were able to take the following 

items to the Salvation Army for them to 

distribute:  76 pairs of gloves & mittens, 

29 caps, 4 glove & hat sets, 15 scarves, for  

a total of 124 items! 

Thanks again. 

God bless! 
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   Discipleship Committee thanks our church family for the items you provided for  
   our Pick-A-Gift. Because of your generosity, it was a huge success! 
   Thanks again, 
   Mary Lou Smith  
   Lori Trolinger 
 
 

 
   Dear Church Family, 
   Thank you so much for the scholarship money. I appreciate your continued support and the spiritual  
   influence First Presbyterian has had in my life. 
   In Christ’s Love, 
   Becky Gaspar 
 
 
 
   Dear Family in Christ, 
   In the past months, we have received boundless support from friends, neighbors, family, and  
   especially from our church. We have been so humbled by gifts of food, money, transportation, utility  
   bills being paid, and more. At times, when we didn’t know what to do, the most mysterious gifts  
   would arrive, anonymously, just at the last moment. That generosity has been certainly beyond need  
   these past weeks to make our Christmas brighter. (Yes, Julia does have a Christmas tree now!) 
   We’re not out of the woods, but there is light in those dark woods, and that light is all of you. We’re  
   holding our own now. We definitely could not have made it this far without you. 
   Thank you,  
   Tina, Julia, and Brian 
   “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly  
   Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?”—Matthew 6:26 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
 
What is the key to faithful stewardship?   
 
Ultimately stewardship is about relationships-relationship with God, relationship with each other, and 
relationship with God's creation.   
 
As Christians we are people who have been called into relationships with God through Christ by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. This relationship transforms our understanding of ourselves and in turn is at 
the core of all relationships.   
 
Our call to be stewards is understood within the context of these relationships.  When the choices we 
make nurture and respect these relationships, then we know we are acting as faithful stewards of all 
that God has given us. 
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By Olivia Trolinger, 3 years old, Class of 

2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What better gift can we give than to provide a positive foundation for a child’s life long learning? That is the 

mission of Ottawa Opportunity School. Currently we have 138 children in the 3 and 4 year-old classes and 25 

children in our NEW program for 2 year olds. 

 

Another very important part of our mission is to provide scholarships so that families challenged with the 

economy may also have their child attend. Our scholarship applicants have increased and we need YOUR 

help to provide for a child. 

 

Please adopt a child with your gift to Opportunity School. Your gift will enrich the preschool  

experiences of a child and improve that child's capacity to learn for a lifetime. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Peggy Baxter, Director 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Enclosed is my gift for a child. 

A 3 year old for one month $100 _____ 

A 3 year old for a year $900 _____ 

A 4 year old for one month $120 _____ 

A 4 year old for a year $1080 _____ 

A 2 year old for one month $40 _____ 

A 2 year old for a year $360 _____ 

Or My Gift of $____________ 

 
Thank you for investing in our only future ... our children. Donations are tax deductible. 

 

Return to:  

Ottawa Opportunity School 

114 East Jefferson Street 

Ottawa, Illinois 61350 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Ottawa Opportunity School 

 
Board of Directors: 

Penny Besenhard    Nancy Carter    Sally Cooper 

Jane Goetz      Dave McClure   Dr. Don Morehead 

Ellen Mueller     Richard Myers   Jennifer O’Connor 

Lori Trolinger     

 

Staff: 

Peggy Baxter, Dir. 

Sheila McCormick, Bookkeeper 

Mary Driscoll, Janet Gelsthorpe, Cim Hardt, 

Kim Harrison, Marcy Hennenfent 

Shirley Manullang, Jacki Salzman 

Julie Sampson, Shelly Slack 

Bonnie Terrones, Lisa Williams 
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don't have the resources. 

You have a choice: Give up or 

expect God to use what you've 

got to do the impossible.  

Ask God to help you to trust 

Him to provide everything 

you need to do what He wants 

you to do -- even when you 

can't see, yet, how it will all 

work out. 

But Jesus said, ñYou feed 

them.ò 

ñWith what?ò they asked.  

ñWeôd have to work for 

months to earn enough money 

to buy food for all these  

people!ò 

ñHow much bread do you 

have?ò Jesus asked.  ñGo and 

find out.ò  They came back 

and reported, ñWe have five 

loaves of bread and two 

fish."   (Mark 6:37-38) 

Problem: Lots of people; no 

food.  Solution: Send the  

people off to buy food before 

it gets too late.  At least, that 

was the perfectly reasonable 

plan the disciples came up 

with.   Jesus said, "No, I want 

you to serve them by doing 

the impossible." 

The disciples were tired,  

hungry, and under-funded.  

They got stuck on the impossi-

ble part: "We don't have the 

resources."  Jesus rejected that 

answer just as quickly as He 

rejected their plan: "Count 

what you do have." 

Maybe you've had a similar 

experience. God has nixed 

your Plan A (and your Plan B)  

-- but He still expects you to 

follow His plan.  And it feels 

impossible.  And you clearly 

When plans change 

  
  E

D
G

E
 

  
  

  
  R

IO
T

 

JANUARY 2010 

S T U D E N T  M I N I S T R I E S 

CALENDAR 

¶ Jan 3ðNO EDGE 

 

¶ Jan 8-10       Blizzard 

 

¶ Jan 15-17   SnoCamp 

 

¶ Jan 17ðNO EDGE 

Forgettable Facts 

 

¶ The average person 

will eat 1,500 pea-

nut  butter and jelly 

sandwiches by the 

time he/she gradu-

ates from high 

school. 

Chuckles 

¶ Q: Why did the  

banana go to the 

doctor? 

A: Because it  was-

n't peeling well. 

If we only have the will to walk, then God is pleased with our stumbles. ð C S 

Lewis  



Page 11 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
First Sunday 
 9:00 am Education &  

 prayer 

 10:00 am ONE 

 Worship  Service 

 11:15 am 

 Fellowship 

All Other Sundays 
 8:00 am prayer 

 9:00 am Traditional  

 Service 

 10:15 am Education & 

 Fellowship 

 11:15 am  

 Contemporary Service 

 

 6:30 pm  EDGE 

   

 

 

 

  

Every Wed. 
 

 9 am  Prayer  

library 

  

 6:30 pm 

RIOT  

 

Every Thurs. 
 

 6:15 am Menôs 

Small Group  

 

 10 am 
Seniors Small 
Group 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

1 
 

 

  
 

2 

 6:45 am 

Menôs Community  

Breakfast at FPC 

 8 am Take down 

paintings in  

Washington Park 

3 

COMUNION 

ONE Service  

at 10:00 am 

Education 9:00 am 

Fellowship 11:15 am 
 

 12:30 pm. 

Kum Join Us 

4 

 

 

5 

 

 

 5:30 pm 

Prayer Ministry 

team meeting 

 6 pm 

Ladies Nite Out 

 7 pm 

Holy Land tour 

meeting 

6 
 

 10 am 

Circle of Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 7 pm Choir 

7 
 

 

 

8 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 7 pm Volunteers at 

PADS Shelter 

10 

 
11 

 

 

12 

 

 

 6 pm Cub Scout 

Committee Mtg. 
 

 7 pm Session 

Committee Mtgs 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 7 pm Choir 

14 

   

 

 

15 

 

 

Angel Food 

Orders Due 

 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

18 

 

ANNUAL 

REPORTS 

DUE 

19 

 

 

 

 

 7 pm Session 

20 
 

 10 am 

Circle of Friends 

 

 

 7 pm Choir 

21 
 

 

 

 

22 
 

 

23 
 

 

 12-12:30 pm 

Angel Food 

Distribution 

24 

 
25 
 

NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLES 

DUE  

26 
 

 

 

 7 pm 

Service of Healing 

& Wholeness 

27 28 29 30 

31        

  2 0 1 0 January  
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UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES: 
 

¶ SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, ONE SERVICE  
¶    10:00 A.M. with communion 
¶ SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, TWO SERVICES 
¶    9:00 A.M. Traditional Service 
¶    10:15 A.M. Fellowship & Education for all ages 
¶    11:15 A.M. Contemporary Service 

 

January 10 we will also have ordination & installation of Elders. 

 


