Honor your father |

Exodus 20:12
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From the Pastor’s Desk: A Summer of Prayer in the Psalms
Dear Friends,

May I make a confession? I have been praying all of my life and I feel like
I barely know anything there is to know about prayer. Oh, I have had some
extraordinary moments, even seasons, in prayer — you know, when you
sensed that somehow you were making a connection beyond your regular
routine sorts of prayers, or that God seemed extra close. But even as [ am
grateful for those rare moments, they also show me there’s more yet to
discover about prayer. There’s more I want to learn of God and how to talk
with him.

How about you? Would you like to learn more about prayer and how to talk
with God? I think I have a good idea about how you and I can learn to
understand and practice prayer more in our lives. It’s actually something
that God himself gives us to learn about prayer and praying, and it’s within
each of our grasps. It’s the Psalms.

This past February when Debbie and I were at the National Pastors Conven-
tion, | heard one of the speakers, Dr. Ben Patterson, say this about the
Psalms and it really stuck with me:

(Continued on pg. 3)
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Your First Presbyterian Church Family believes in the power of prayer. (See
Romans 1:9b). You are hereby given the name of someone we ask you to pray for
until you receive your next Presby Press.

You are encouraged to contact that person with a card, note, phone call or
personal visit so they know you are praying for them this month. Be assured
that your name is being given to another to also pray for you this month.

May God'’s richest blessings be with you always!
Yours in Christ, Discipleship Committee
Please clip this reminder & post it to remind you to pray for:




SESSION
NEWS

MAY 2009

Session held its regular monthly meeting on May 19, 2009.

Worship committee announced that with our upcoming summer
schedule, there will be one church service beginning May 24",
2009 and ending September 6, 2009. Service will begin at 9:30
a.m. with fellowship to follow. Please note the time.

Elder Dick Sellars will chair a Nominating Committee to find a
replacement for Elder Kerry Alonge who resigned. The committee
announced a congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, July
5™ 2009 following the 9:30 am service to elect an elder.

CALL FOR A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING FOR 2009.

A Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, July 15",
2009 @ 10:30 a.m. in Scott Hall for the purpose of:

(a) Electing an elder to fill the unexpired term of Kerry Alonge

Respectfully submitted,
Scott Alonge
Clerk

Prayer Partners requests for June 2009:
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| |
| |
| |
: Youth: Ask God to give wisdom to our graduating seniors, praying :
| that they will continue to seek God with all of their hearts. Pray for l
I students to train themselves to live godly lives (1 Timothy 4). Pray I
: that God will place Christian influences in our students’ lives and that :
| they will imitate their strong faith (Hebrews 13:7). |
| Student Ministries: Ask God to extend His blessing over the activi- :
: ties and ministries of EDGE and RIOT this summer. Pray that the I
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
I |
k o

team going to Czech will have a huge impact on students’ lives in that
country. Pray for students as they raise awareness for the homeless at
an overnight event in Washington Square on June 24",

Staff: Praise God for Jaimie Curtis, who has ministered as a student
leader in RIOT. Pray that God will raise up new student leaders who
are willing to serve. Praise God for Tim Huebner and his continued
faithful service to EDGE. Pray that God will provide and equip subs
for Randy and Betty during their vacation.
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Our Elders are
committed

to serving.

Fran Hess
(Worship)
433-4237

Lori Trolinger
(Discipleship)
795-6791

Mark Turek
(Trustee)
431-0093

Steve Burris
(Trustee)
481-9830

Char Bragg
(Mission & Personnel)
433-3936

Mary Lou Smith
(Discipleship)
795-5925

Scott Alonge
(Clerk of Session)
416-8019

Jim Keely

(Administration & Personnel)

433-0868

Jan Lindeman
(Administration)
431-9904

Erin Stuedemann
(Deacon)
795-6119

Dave Farrell
(Worship)
252-2351

Tina Watt
(Fellowship & Outreach)
822-7369

Dick Sellars
(Trustee)
434-7633

Kerry Alonge
(Fellowship & Outreach)
260-4034

Page 3

(Continued from pg. 1)

The book of Psalms is the ancient prayer book of God’s people.
It is there to teach us how to pray. In the midst of the Bible in
which God gives us his words to us, he also gives us the Psalms,
which help us to find the words we need to speak back to God.

At the heart of what it means to be a Christian is (amazingly!) that invitation
from the God of the Universe to come and have relationship with him — to
know him, to know his love and know how to love him in return, to delight
in him and understand his ways, to live the life that honors God and blesses
us. And no relationship can happen without conversation. You cannot
deeply know another without speaking and listening to each other. But how
do you have conversation and growing relationship with the invisible God?
How do you learn to take cares and concerns, joys and confessions, dreams
and longings to him who is THE Almighty and also Daddy, our loving,
intimate parent? The Psalms are the instruction book! That’s why my
preaching focus this summer will be:

Praying Through the Psalms — Finding Our Words To God.

I am greatly anticipating that the LORD will be showing up every Sunday
this summer as we gather to worship him and earnestly dig together into the
fabulous richness of the Psalms. I encourage you to come every Sunday.
Invite others to join you in this season of refreshing worship and prayer.
Come with expectant heart, ready to learn not only how to hear God’s words
to us, but also to grasp what our words to God can be in the deep prayers of
our hearts. I’m looking forward to growing together with all of you!

With love in Jesus Christ for you,
Pastor John Walker

P.S. Don’t forget our NEW SUMMER WORSHIP time is 9:30 a.m. each
Sunday, with time for Friendship Together in Scott Hall at 10:30 a.m.
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Remember your father on
June 21st !
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Holy Land Trip Dates Are Set: March 2-12
We Are Israel-Bound in Just 10 Months and
There’s Still Time to Sign Up!

We fly out of O’Hare on Tuesday, March 2 and return Friday, March
12, 2010

Come experience 10 days of world travel and see the exciting land
where Jesus walked — You will never be the same!

Travel will be very safe and anyone of normal health and any age will
easily be able to navigate the beautiful sites we will visit

Costs for travel in Israel are substantially less than travel elsewhere
and there are opportunities NOW for further savings you can take
advantage of:
1. Sign up for this trip and pay your $300 deposit by June 30 and
receive a $100 discount off the total trip cost
2. Also, pay the full balance due 4 months before departure and
receive an additional $40 off the trip cost

IT'S NOT TOO LATE for you, your friends and others you know to
consider this great opportunity — Talk to Fran Hess or Pastor John
Walker today!

Information packets available on Dianne Jamison’s desk in the office.
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MISSION TRIP TO AFRICA 3

Dianne Jamison, her daughter Jessica, and Debbie Damron
= will be traveling with Global Family Rescue again this sum-
mer to work and serve in Uganda. Please keep them in your

Over the next month, the mission committee will be collecting items to send on the mission
trip to Uganda. We have been in contact with GFR staff in Africa and they have expressed
several needs. Please consider donating some of these items or you may donate money

that will be used to purchase them:

Reading glasses (new or used) Children’s picture books (Bible stories)
Ace bandages (wide strips) Coloring books (Bible stories)
Band-aides Antibiotic ointments (like Neosporin)
Money to purchase bicycles (used for business, school, and more)
Money to purchase mosquito nets & medicines

We will add to this list as we keep in contact with our friends in Uganda.

Look for our table in Scott Hall!!

The most important way you can help is by sending your prayers for preparation,
travel, safety and that these teams will glorify God in all they do as they serve!

@ ADULT MISSION TRIP TO GUATEMALA

The mission committee is in the process of working with Craig &
Peggy Harvey to set up a trip to Jobompiche in the fall, possibly Octo-
ber or November (before Thanksgiving). This will be the 5th year our
church family has been able to take a team to serve with the Harveys!
If you are a high school graduate and beyond, and are interested in
this trip please contact Char Bragg (433-0310) or Dianne Jamison (433-1045).

GARDENING SURPLUS

,m Are you a GARDENER who can hardly wait to get your vegetables
L& planted?? Then, every year, do you wonder what to do when your over
-active tomato or pepper plants ripen abundantly----in one day??? You
. are just the person to whom the mission team is talking. With the
/ economy sagging, we often see families who are struggling to makes
ends meet. The mission committee would like to encourage those who
have the gardening “Green Thumb” to consider
planting extra vegetables this spring. Any surplus that your family
doesn’t use during the summer months can be brought to the church where it will be
SHARED with our church families. Any extras we have will be given to the Food Pantry.
WOULD YOU PLEASE CONSIDER THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE OTHERS WITH
YOUR TALENT?? Your generosity will be much appreciated!

GIIBIVVIIIIIBO
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Connection — May 2009

Dear friends, April has been very interesting month for us. | hope you will be able to catch a glimpse of what
God has been doing here and be thankful with us.

Bible reading

This eastern was very special. After 15 years of work new Bible translation was
published. Translators worked very hard to promote it in the entire nation. They
organized with local churches public Bible reading in different cities. In Vsetin we
were reading the Bible for 3 days. Many people from the church were reading, but
also many people have just spontaneously joined. Many copies of the Bible were
sold during that time.

Atletico 3D RUN 8

Atletico 3D RUN is one of the activities of Lightihouse church we do once a year for our city. It is afternoon with sport and
other activities. More than 100 people have participated in different running competitions and many more people watched
and participated in other activities. Church in Czech Republic doesn’t historically have a great name. After 40 years of
communism most people don’t see church as anything useful. By organizing 3D RUN and other public events we want to
show people that we are here for them, to serve them and not to abuse their trust. We hope that people in the city will get
to know and trust Lighthouse church.

Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday celebration We have had a great
Eastern. To be honest it was for the first time in my life when | have really
enjoyed Eastern and was able to experience Good Friday and then celebration
on Resurrection Sunday. On Good Friday we were remembering death of Christ
by reading story of the passion and celebrating communion. That was very
different atmosphere from what we have experienced on Sunday. Sunday was
true celebration. We rented place outside the city with a huge grill and barbequed.
We had little program, some outside activities, some preaching and a lot of food.
It was true celebration.

What is a head of us in the near future and what we can pray for:

For English courses — how to follow up with students — some classes already have plans for the summer how to get
together with the class and keep on building relationships.

During the 2008/09 school year we desire to start up a youth group. Brad and Lucie visit schools, started a club, and the
youth group is at its beginning. We will also prepare summer camp for them.

We are in process of some changes in the church. It is due to the size of the church. We can see that some of the things
that worked before won’t work now. Please pray for us, when we are trying to find out how to organize and structure our
church. We are also looking for new ways how to help people to connect in small groups.

We are looking for the best way how to renovate soccer field we have rented. There are many things that we need to
solve before we start. Our main question is how big of a renovation we need to make.

We long to see new believers around us.

Thank you for your friendship and help, with love, Lighthouse Church
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WIN, GROW, GO: SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

Are you interested in being an usher? For the first service, we are looking for four ushers for
4 -week 5, which is during the months of March, May and August. If you have any questions, please
‘u;f contact Dave Farrell (252-2351). What a great way to serve! Thank you, the Worship Com.

‘? Habitat for Humanity: They are seeking applications for a resident of Ottawa (Partner Family) to

“ build and purchase a new home to be built in Ottawa in 2009. Once everything is in place, we will

4 have many opportunities to volunteer. The Mission committee will be staying in contact with Habitat
W and will pass on those opportunities as they come available. Contact Betsy Feagans for more info.

‘? Ottawa Community Food Basket:

Ef Donations for the Food Basket for the month of June will be pasta/spaghetti. Let’s fill the barrels
u at the entrances to our sanctuary and see if we can do even more to share our gifts with the less
% fortunate in our community. Monetary donations may also be given; just be sure to designate that
4 it is for the Food Basket.

O

= £p £ £ £
Ep £ £ £ £ 210 £ £

= Prayer Shawls: Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is still going strong.

“ Do you know someone who could use a hug from God (who doesn’t)? Please call us so that we
4 -may provide a Prayer Shawl for you to give that “someone” who needs God'’s hug.

% Jackie Bean 434-3380 Karen Cohen 433-4308

ig Why not join a small group? At FPC small groups are important. Why? Because few experiences
* encourage and build our faith more than small groups. Small groups teach us how to better know,
‘L’;f understand and apply God’s word in daily life. They also become a place of good friendship and

W caring. Want to join a small group? It's easy! Just talk to Pastor John or one of the small group
% leaders listed below:

Ef Lloyd & Diane Chapman (Sun. AM): 433-0368

Eﬁ Mike & Diane Farrell (Sun. PM): 434-2774 John Walker/Men (Thurs. AM): 434-1045

‘b;f Joe & Betsy Feagans (Mon. PM): 433-5480 Bill Gaspar (Thurs. AM): 434-3860

W Carol Engberg/Women (Mon. PM): 434-0653 Lisa Mestelle/Women-Beth Moore Bible Study
% Chris Yepsen (Tues. PM): 488-0279 (Thurs. PM): 434-2318

</ Jan & Linda Lindeman (Wed. PM): 431-9904 Jim Keely/Men (Sat. AM): 433-0868

‘bif The Western lllinois Area Agency on Aging (WIAAA):

‘L? Is seeking individuals 55 and older who meet the Federal income guidelines and are interested in
i/ re-entering the job market. The program operates under a grant from the U.S. Department of

</ Labor under Title V of the Older Americans Act. Please contact Stan Jensen at 309-793-6800 or
4 800-322-1051 for more information if you or anyone you know would be interested in learning

¢/ about this program.

Take the time to check out our growing website!!

Just go to www.ottawafirstpres.org and enjoy this work in progress!
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Pastor John
or Dianne Jamison and we will pass on the information.

Visitus\\ oy

= £p Ep B £ £ £ B B £ £ o B0 P
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CHOIR’S CORNER

FREE VOICE LESSONS!

During the summer, we usually have special music for worship. In addition to enhancing worship, it
gives people the opportunity to share their individual talents. Additionally, it gives younger musicians
a chance to perform while giving back to their Church family. This summer is no different. We are
looking for soloists and ensembles to participate in worship. If you or your children would like to be
part of our Special Summer Music, please contact me. We prefer all music be sacred music.

We are looking for choir members - especially sopranos. However, we will consider anyone. We will
not be starting until September 9. This summer will provide time for discernment. For any new
member considering joining, I will provide 4 free voice lessons for the month of August.

If you know of anyone or are personally interested, please contact Lloyd Chapman - Director at 433-
2111. Short term membership is also welcomed.

Rehearsals: Starting September 9, 2009

-Wednesdays 7:00 to 8 PM typically in the Library
-Rehearsals start with warm-ups, continue with preparing for the following Sundays.
-As soon as you know, it is requested you let the director know when you can not be at rehearsals or
on Sundays.

-Sundays: Starting September 13, 2009
-It is requested everyone meet in the Library at 8:30AM for rehearsal for 9:00AM Worship Service.
-If we are robing, it is requested you have your robes ready before 8:30 AM.
-It is requested that no one leave rehearsal before it is finished. (Emergencies excepted)

v v iv v i v bv pv v b pv b v fv B v fe B v e v f e e L e e e
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To All Men, = I\

Greetings in the name of our LORD Jesus Christ:

We hope you will join us for these upcoming prayer breakfasts and special events and that you will
get the word out to everyone. Thank you for your support and interest. We first began meeting at
community-wide breakfasts in 1988 and have continued since then on a regular, if not monthly, basis.
If you are interested in hosting a breakfast, please contact me and we will endeavor to oblige. Here's
what is scheduled so far for 2009:

Saturday June 6 at 6:30 a.m. for meeting at a camp in the area. Watch for further info.

Please continue to pray for renewal and revival in the Ottawa, Streator, Marseilles, and surrounding
community. God Bless.

Jim Keely
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YOU’RE INVITED!!

Hands Across the Community:

The Alternative Class at OTHS would like to invite you to a
“THANK YOU BRUNCH”

on Monday, June 1 from 9-11 am.

Hands Across the Community
is an important component to our program and YOU are a vital part!
Please join us as we celebrate the friendships we have developed!
Everyone is welcome (current sponsors, past sponsors, anyone willing
and able to meet & visit for a short time)
and there will be lots of food!

Also there are 3 students graduating: Jake, Vince & Chris!
Let’s let them know that we are proud of them!

For more information, please contact Dianne Jamison (433-1045)
or Debbie Damron (434-36006).
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):( Ladies Nite Out ):(
)‘( Will not meet this month. )‘(
¥ Watch for information ¥
Alz Al
7N about next month. 7N
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KUM JOIN US

“Annual Picnic Get-together”
Sunday, June 7,
12:00 p.m.
at 1918 Champlain.

Please bring your own table service
and a dish to share.

Everyone is welcome!

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP

Vs

You're Invited!

NOTICE
We WILL have fellowship time in Scott
Hall at 10:30 a.m. during the Summer
Worship schedule.
Please join us for coffee and treats!

ofF F
All women are invited to \fO ‘1\)/
join for fellowship,

food, and fun! O %

We meetonthe 1st & _
3rd Wed. of the month Q
at 10:00 a.m.

Contact Lois Nawrocki (434—6755)
or Jackie Bean (434-3380)
for more info.

Everyone is welcome to join
Lyle & Freda Robinson
to celebrate their 70th wedding anniversary
Sunday, June 7, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
in Scott Hall.

Cake and coffee will be shared

along with many memories.

Please join them!

Their actual anniversary date is June 3.

- /

e ?
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JUNE

Jon Bybee, Nicole Stevenson
David Damron

Randy Jacobs

Susanalice "Bob" Woodrum
June Buckingham, Glen Hallead
Marion Gaspar, Marian Mayberry
Fran Hess

Ruth White, Donna Burkey
Matthew Woodrum

Jenna Smithmeyer

Tim Huebner

Mary Ellen Glidewell

Theo Woodrum

Bill Buckingham

Nate Woodrum

Freda Robinson

JULY

Kylie Mestelle

Carol Woeckel, Emily Brown

Cody Lindeman, Ryan O'Connor
Nicholas Angus, Joe Feagans, Randy Ehret, Jr.
Mary Ellen West, Benjamin Woodrum
Peggy Harvey

Drake Stuedemann

Joy Huebner

Dorene Pratt

Dee Rowlee, Mark Turek

Ben Huebner

Ann Burns

James Keely, Gail Dial, Berry Haralson
Cindy Zeilmann, Larry Good

Linda Lindeman, Stacey Zachary
Ashley Nona

Esther Seversike

Ernie Brown, Pebbles Voigt

Tim Goris
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$9,000

Dear Friends in Christ,
Giving of our money is a joy, an opportunity, and a responsibility.

A joy because we love others as God first loved us. His great love for us moves
us to love others and great joy results. We are doing what pleases God.

An opportunity because there are many in need and we can help them, minis-
ter to them, and share with them the good news of Jesus The Christ.

A responsibility because we have comnf t
has given us the money to use for His
for his purposes, there may not be others who do. We are His hands, feet, ears,
eyes, and mouths to minister to those in this world.

At the end of April 2009, the Givers at First Presbyterian Church of Ottawa are
behind in what we pledged to give about $9,000.00.

Let us give our utmost for His highest.

I n Christdés Love, The Administration JCc
Jan Lindeman, Scott Jamison, Mike Farrell, Sue Brockman, Treasurer Betty
Angus, and Jim Keely

Guidelines for Responsible Stewardship:

Earn your living in a way that does not harm others.
Be just in the way you treat others.
Be sensitive to the needs of others.
Don't buy what you don't need.
Be honest in all your dealings with others.
Share what you have.
Be gentle with God's world.
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CALENDAR

e 6/3—RIOT Cookout
& Welcome 6:30pm

e 6/7—Senior
Recognition @ AM
service

o 6/7—EDGE Cookout
& Welcome 6:30pm

e 6/14—Freddy from
Czech @ EDGE

e 06/24—EDGE: One
Night Without a
Home (@ Washington
Square

Chuckles

e [T used to watch golf
on TV but my doc-
tor told me that I
need more exercise,
so now I watch ten-
nis.

e Ifyousoaka rai-
sin in water, does it
turn back into a

grape?

y
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STUDENT MINISTRIES

JUNE 2009

Something for your heart

Keep on loving each
other as broth-
ers." (Hebrews 13:1)

Some people measure
Christianity as a collec-
tion of "don't" state-
ments. Even some
Christians seem to think
that a relationship with
God is mostly about
what we do NOT do. By
that logic, the best
Christian would be the
one who never does

anything at all.

But the writer of He-
brews, after making the
case for faith in Jesus
as the only way to re-
ceive God's grace, ends
his long letter with a
command cluster of DO
statements. His point is
that our faith should
compel us to take ac-
tion -- to DO something

and not just sit there.

One thing we can DO:
Keep loving each other

like brothers. We are

family, real family.
God's family loves with
the forgiving, patient,
understanding, grace-
giving, helping hand,
showing up, not letting

go love of Jesus.

Let's go and be the lov-

ing community of Jesus
Christ today!
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June

ARG

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
|[Every Sunday Every Wed. |Every Thurs.
8:00 am prayer 9 am Prayer 6:15 am Men’s
9 am Traditional & library Small Group
11:15 am Contempo-
rary Worship . .
1 ((1):15 Fellowship & Ifl'éoTpm S}eoﬁgg,i'm'
Education 7 pm Choir Small Grou
6:30 pm EDGE prfctice P
2 3 4 5 6
10 am 6:30 AM
Circle of Friends Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
6:30 pm
IRIOT Picnic
7 9 10 11 12 13
Summer Worship 6:45 am
ONE Service Men’s Group
at 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship 10:30 am
Senior Recognition
Sunday 6 pm Cub Scout
12:00 pm Committee Mtg.
Kum Join Us .
7 pm Session
6:30 pm Committee Mtgs
EDGE Picnic
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Summer Worship 10 am 6:45 am
ONE Service Circle of Friends Men’s Group
at 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship 10:30 am
Deadline for
Angel Food 7 pm Session
Orders
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
HAPPY 6:45 am
FATHER®S |DAY! Men’s Group
Summer Worship N]Z‘Ki]fgfgg R 10 am
ONE Service DUE [Angel Food
at 9:30 a.m. Distribution
Fellowship 10:30 am
28 29 30
Summer Worship
ONE Service
at 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship 10:30 am
X u, L7 o L o

Z-'.-& .&OPDA. =
2009 —
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SENIOR RECOGNITION SUNDAY

Sunday, June 7, 9:30 a.m.

2y, Please join us as we recognize our graduating seniors of 2009!

Ethan Armstrong Eric Ganiere
Jaimie Curtis Jordan Bodine
Jordyn Martin

After worship we will have cake & fellowship in Scott Hall.
Please go down, greet our seniors & check out some of their momentos
from their school years.
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