
Page 1 

Presby Press  
First Presbyterian Church  

114 East Jefferson Street  À  Ottawa, IL 61350 

(815)433 -1045  

www.ottawafirstpres.org  

        Volume 33 No. 5                                  MAY 2009  

 
 

Your First Presbyterian Church Family believes in the power of prayer.  (See 
Romans 1:9b).  You are hereby given the name of someone we ask you to pray for 
until you receive your next Presby Press.   
 

You are encouraged to contact that person with a card, note, phone call or 
personal visit so they know you are praying for them this month.  Be assured 
that your name is being given to another to also pray for you this month.   
 

May Godôs richest blessings be with you always! 
 

Yours in Christ, Discipleship Committee 
 

Please clip this reminder & post it to remind you to pray for:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Please see the other side for Youth Prayer Partner Requests.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

Special Summer  
Worship Hour ³9:30 a.m. 

 
One Worship Service Only ³9:30 a.m. 

 
Starts Sunday, May 24 through Sept. 6  

 

our mission  
 

To be the  

loving  

Community of 

Jesus Christ 

that will  

 

WIN  

new followers 

of Christ to 

saving faith  

 

GROW  

All followers 

to deeper faith  

 

GO  

Into the  

world and  

demonstrate 

faith  
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Pastor 
John W.  Walker 

jwalker@ottawafirstpres.org 
 
 

Interim Director of  
Student Ministry 

Betty Ehret 
behret@ottawafirstpres.org 

 
 

Church Secretary 
Dianne Jamison 

fpcone@ottawafirstpres.org 
 
 

Treasurer 
Betty Angus 

 
 

Westminster  
Choir Director  

Lloyd Chapman 
Lloyd@udnet.net 

 
 

Organist 
Diane Chapman 

 
 

Music Team Leader 
Mike Stohr 

mcstohr@att.net 
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The Presby Press is published 

monthly by  
First Presbyterian Church 

114 E. Jefferson St., Ottawa, IL 
61350 

Telephone 815-433-1045 
 
 
 

Note:   
All articles for publication 

are due at  9AM on the fourth  
Monday of the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2009 
 

Session held its regular monthly meeting on April 18th, 2009. 

 

The following individuals were approved by Session on April 12th, 2009 to 

become members of First Presbyterian Church: 

 

Ron Larabee, Darlene Larabee, James Burkey, Donna Burkey,  

Brian Smithmeyer, Lisa Smithmeyer, James Thompson, Bob Chapman,  

Stacey Zachery, Darren Bragg, Stacey Fowler & Berry Haralson.  

Congratulations all and welcome!! 

 

Worship committee announced that with our upcoming summer schedule, 

there will be one church service beginning May 24th, 2009 and ending  

September 6th, 2009. Service will begin at 9:30 a.m. with fellowship to  

follow. Please note the time. 

 

The elder retreat was held on April 18th, 2009 at John and Glenda  

Nordstromôs. 

 

Pastor John will be on study leave April 27th ï April 30th to attend the  

Presbyterian Pastor Covenant Group. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Scott Alonge 

 

Prayer Partners requests for May 2009: 
 

Youth:   Pray for students as they wrap-up the school year 

and prepare for final exams.  Pray that they make their  

relationship with God a priority during this season of busy 

schedules. 
 

Student Ministries:  Pray for EDGE & RIOT that they 

would be loving communities of Jesus Christ.  
 

Staff:  Praise God for the rest and renewal that Randy & I  

enjoyed at the Youth Leaders Retreat in Wisconsin in April.  

Pray for the upcoming season of ministry as we make plans 

and prepare for the summer.  

SESSION 
NEWS 
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 Service of Healing and Wholeness  
 

Tuesday, May 5  
7:00 PM in the Sanctuary  

 

In Luke 4, Jesus quotes Isaiah 61 which tells of the great power God 
has given through Christ for healing in our lives:   
 

ñHe has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom 
for the captives and release from darkness for the prisonerséto  
comfort all who mourn and provide for those who grieve, to bestow  
on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness  
instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of  
despair.ò 
 
A small group of people have been praying together for 2 years,  
asking God to show us how we might better witness his power at  
First Presbyterian Church for healing in the many areas of life where 
people are hurting:  relationships, marriages, personal sin, bodily  
sickness, spiritual despair, joblessness, financial hardship, etc.   
 
We now believe God is calling us to act in trust by asking him to bring 
liberating healing power for lifeôs hardships.  We believe that he would 
use our congregation as a place where people from inside and outside 
FPC can find hope and power to be healed.   
 
In trust, in great hope and in that sense of calling there will be a  
service specifically designed to address peopleôs need for healing of 
any kind (see the details in the heading above).   
 
Any who would like to come for this hour-long service of prayer for 
healing for any sort of need are invited to join us and to invite others to 
come as well.  Let us come together and ask Jesus to meet us in our 
need for healing.   

 

 

Our Elders are 
committed 
 to serving. 

 
 

Fran Hess 
(Worship) 
433-4237 

 

Lori Trolinger  
(Discipleship) 

795-6791 
 

Mark Turek 
(Trustee) 
431-0093 

 

Steve Burris 
(Trustee) 
481-9830 

 

Char Bragg 
(Mission & Personnel) 

433-3936 
 

Mary Lou Smith 
(Discipleship) 

795-5925 
 

Scott Alonge 
(Clerk of Session) 

416-8019 
 

Jim Keely 
(Administration & Personnel) 

433-0868 
 

Jan Lindeman 
(Administration) 

431-9904 
 

Erin Stuedemann 
(Deacon) 
795-6119 

 

Dave Farrell 
(Worship) 
252-2351 

 

Tina Watt 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

822-7369 
 

Dick Sellars 
(Trustee) 
434-7633 

 

Kerry Alonge 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

260-4034 
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MISSION TRIP TO AFRICA 
 

Dianne Jamison, her daughter Jessica, and Debbie Damron will be traveling with Global 
Family Rescue again this summer to work and serve in Uganda. At this point there is a 
team of 8 people that will be going from July 6 to July 20, but there is room for more! 
They would like to have a team of 15. If you are interested in joining us, please contact 
Dianne (433-1045) or Debbie (434-3606) and they can get all the information to you. 
Other dates for travel are August 5 to August 19. Please talk to Dianne or Debbie about 
their experience from last year. If you would like to know more about GFR go to  
globalfamilyrescue.com 

 

MANY WAYS YOU CAN HELP!  
 

Over the next 2 months, the mission committee will be collecting items to send on the mis-
sion trip to Uganda. We have been in contact with GFR staff in Africa and they have ex-
pressed several needs. Please consider donating some of these items or you may donate 
money that will be used to purchase them: 
Reading glasses (new or used)        Childrenôs picture books (Bible stories) 
Ace bandages (wide strips)         Coloring books (Bible stories) 
Band-aides               Antibiotic ointments (like Neosporin) 
Money to purchase bicycles (used for business, school, and more) 
Money to purchase mosquito nets & medicines 
We will add to this list as we keep in contact with our friends in Uganda. 
The most important way you can help is by sending your prayers for preparation, 
travel, safety and that these teams will glorify God in all they do as they serve! 

 

HONOR YOUR MOTHER 
 

Motherôs Day is fast approaching and the mission committee has a creative way for you to  
HONOR YOUR MOTHER in a very special way! 

Last summer when Dianne Jamison and Debbie  
Damron traveled to Uganda, Africa, they didnôt 
realize the personal impact it would have on their 
lives. Reading about the lives of people in Africa 
is one thing, but actually going there and  
witnessing first handðwell, thatôs another matter. 
The impact HIV/AIDS has had on the families in 
Uganda is overwhelming!!! Millions of children 
have been orphaned by this disease and the 
grandmothers have taken over the parenting of 
these children. And the needs of these families 
are numerous! 
As teams journey to Uganda again this summer, their hope is to bless as many of these 
ñGRANDFAMILIESò as possible. Many of the specific items needed by these families 
can be purchased in Uganda because it is quite expensive to transport or ship items. The 
needs are as varied as school supplies to Vaseline to mosquito nets. With the help of the 
village facilitators, all donations will be given to the poorest of the poor. 
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ADULT MISSION TRIP TO GUATEMALA  
 

The mission committee is in the process of working with Craig & Peggy Harvey to set up 
a trip to Jobompiche in the fall, possibly October or November (before Thanksgiving). 
This will be the 5th year our church family has been able to take a team to serve with the 
Harveys! If you are a high school graduate and beyond, please contact Char Bragg (433-
0310) or Dianne Jamison (433-1045) by June 1.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GARDENING SURPLUS 

 

Are you a GARDENER who can hardly wait to get 
your vegetables planted?? Then, every year, do 
you wonder what to do when your over-active  
tomato or pepper plants ripen abundantly----in 
one day??? You are just the person to whom the 
mission team is talking. With the economy  
sagging, we often see families who are struggling 
to makes ends meet. The mission committee 

would like to encourage those who have the gardening ñGreen Thumbò to consider  
planting extra vegetables this spring. Any surplus that your family doesnôt use during the 
summer months can be brought to the church where it will be SHARED with our church 
families. Any extras we have will be given to the Food Pantry.  
WOULD YOU PLEASE CONSIDER THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE OTHERS WITH 

YOUR TALENT??   
Your generosity will be much appreciated! 
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Connection ï April 2009  
Dear friends, Another month is gone and here are couple pieces from what happened in Lighthouse church in 
Vsetín. I hope you will enjoy this and that you will join us in our thankfulness to God for what he has done and 
is still doing.  

Most expected moment of March was our regular Lighthouse English retreat. It is part of our 3 month English course. We 
spend two days together with the students learning English, but also talking about God. It was my first experience with this 
weekend, but I was thrilled. There were 25 ï 30 people who didn´t know Jesus, learning and having fun with us Christians. 
At the evening we had a little talk about stereotypes and how many people in Czech have stereotyped Christians and that 
we would encourage people to explore God for themselves. This opened a lot of great discussions with all most of the 
people that came.  
 
As a Lighthouse church we pray and work to start a youth group. Today after months of reach out (sport club Atletico and 
girl´s club) three girls started to visit Sunday service and some boys from soccer team is meeting regularly with one of our 
leaders. They talk about God and the gospel. We would like to see 50 young people ï strong youth group ï in our church. 
Please pray for strong core of this group and for young people to get to know Jesus.  

 

On March 1st I was officially introduced as a new pastor of Lighthouse church. 
Traditionally this has been called installation so we made a little joke. We like to 
laugh. We had a great service with prayers for our ministry.  
New family had moved to Vsetin. Jirka and Majka had been part of Lighthouse 
for some time, but they lived in other city. In January they bought apartment and 
started renovation and moved in last weekend. It was great that the whole 
church was helping with renovation and moving. People really care for each 
other.  
 
     Thank you for your friendship and help, with love,  

                Pastor Freddy Smola and Lighthouse Church  
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WIN, GROW, GO: SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!  
 

Annual food drive of The National Association of Letter Carriers:  
Saturday, May 9 we will be collecting non-perishable, non-breakable food items to donate to our  
local food pantry. All items collected go to our local pantry and none are sent out of our area. You 
may leave any small donations in your mailbox for your carrier to pick-up. If you have a large pick-
up call Glenda at 795-5362. 
 

Diaper Drive -By:  
Saturday, May 16 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Columbus St. side of Washington Park, The 
Family Room at Ottawa Hospital is hoping to fill more than the 5 playpens that they got last year. 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive:  
Bring new life to someone by donating blood on Wednesday, May 20, at  
the Ottawa Regional Hospital and Healthcare Center from 7:30 a.m. to  
5:30 p.m. Remember that each unit of blood saves up to three lives.  
For an appointment call 433-5260 
 

Are you interested in being an usher? For the first service, we are looking for four ushers for 
week 5, which is during the months of March, May and August. If you have any questions, please 
contact Dave Farrell (252-2351). What a great way to serve! Thank you, the Worship Com. 
 

Habitat for Humanity: They are seeking applications for a resident of Ottawa (Partner Family) to 
build and purchase a new home to be built in Ottawa in 2009. Once everything is in place, we will 
have many opportunities to volunteer. The Mission committee will be staying in contact with Habitat 
and will pass on those opportunities as they come available. Contact Betsy Feagans for more info. 
 

Ottawa Community Food Basket:  
Donations for the Food Basket for the month of May will be tomato products . Letôs fill the barrels  
at the entrances to our sanctuary and see if we can do even more to share our gifts with the less 
fortunate in our community. Monetary donations may also be given; just be sure to designate that  
it is for the Food Basket.  
 

Prayer Shawls: Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is still going strong.  
Do you know someone who could use a hug from God (who doesnôt)? Please call us so that we 
may provide a Prayer Shawl for you to give that ñsomeoneò who needs Godôs hug.  
Jackie Bean 434-3380  Karen Cohen 433-4308 
 

Why not join a small group? At FPC small groups are important. Why? Because few experiences 
encourage and build our faith more than small groups. Small groups teach us how to better know, 
understand and apply Godôs word in daily life. They also become a place of good friendship and  
caring. Want to join a small group? Itôs easy! Just talk to Pastor John or one of the small group  
leaders listed below: 
 

Lloyd & Diane Chapman (Sun. AM): 433-0368 
Mike & Diane Farrell (Sun. PM): 434-2774    John Walker/Men (Thurs. AM): 434-1045 

Joe & Betsy Feagans (Mon. PM): 433-5480   Bill Gaspar (Thurs. AM): 434-3860 
Carol Engberg/Women (Mon. PM): 434-0653   Lisa Mestelle/Women-Beth Moore Bible Study  
Chris Yepsen (Tues. PM): 488-0279        (Thurs. PM): 434-2318 
Jan & Linda Lindeman (Wed. PM): 431-9904   Jim Keely/Men (Sat. AM): 433-0868 

 

The Western Illinois Area Agency on Aging (WIAAA):  
Is seeking individuals 55 and older who meet the Federal income guidelines and are interested in  
re-entering the job market. The program operates under a grant from the U.S. Department of  
Labor under Title V of the Older Americans Act. Please contact Stan Jensen at 309-793-6800 or  
800-322-1051 for more information if you or anyone you know would be interested in learning  
about this program. 
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Opportunity School presents 

Our 40th Anniversary Pave the Way Fundraiser. 
 

Celebrate your presence in the Opportunity School Family by leaving your mark on a paver-brick.  A border 

will be created around the riding path on the school playground with bricks enhanced by the names of our 

students and their families. The Presbyterian Church family can also be a part of this exciting opportunity by  

purchasing a brick. All profits will go directly to Opportunity School.  Orders must be placed by May 29th 

Payment due upon placement of order.  Please call Erin Stuedemann with any questions @ 815-795-6119. 

 

Help Pave the Wayé 
Purchase a Personalized Brick 

 

Name:                                                      Phone: 
 

$50 per engraved brick  

14 characters per line/3 lines 

Please use combination of upper and lower case letters 

Spaces & Punctuation count as characters 

 

Please print clearly below what you wish to have written on your brick(s) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for your participation in our  

40th anniversary Fundraiser 

 
 
 

To All Men,  
 

Greetings in the name of our LORD Jesus Christ: 
We hope you will join us for these upcoming prayer breakfasts and special events  and that you will 
get the word out to everyone. Thank you for your support and interest. We first began meeting at 
community-wide breakfasts in 1988 and have continued since then on a regular, if not monthly, basis. 
If you are interested in hosting a breakfast, please contact me and we will endeavor to oblige. Here's 
what is scheduled so far for 2009: 
 

Saturday May 2 at 6:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Cup of Cold Water Ministries center at Norway, break-
fast and Film "Facing the Giants" and discussion. 
 

Saturday June 6 at 6:30 a.m. for meeting at a camp in the area. Watch for further info. 
 

Please continue to pray for renewal and revival in the Ottawa, Streator, Marseilles, and surrounding 
community. God Bless. 
 

Jim Keely 
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THANK YOU!  

 

 

As we come to the end of ZONE, there are so many people I want to thank.  We 
had a really great year learning about several different Bible characters.  We had 
storytellers who would bring these characters to life for the kids.  Nearly the entire 
year was spent learning about the amazing life of Moses.  Having the storytellers 
there to play the role of Moses, Aaron, an Israelite, or an Egyptian brought the  
Bible to life for these kids unlike anything else.  Then we had our guides who would 
help the kids with their crafts or games and ask the kids what they learned about 
from the storytellers.  They reinforced what they had just learned by asking ques-
tions to get their minds moving about the stories they just heard. Whether is was 
making manna (yum!) or climbing the obstacle course to get the 10 commandments, it 
added to the experience of learning for them. And, of course, we had a terrific 
group of faithful people who showed up each and every week to create those  
personal relationships with the kids. Our shepherds were a blessing to me and to the 
kids as well as they worked with them to learn their memory verses and talk to them 
about the stories we learned.  We had a great group of people who helped through-
out the year bring the stories from the Bible to the children in a really special way. 
Whether you helped one time or twenty,  I canõt say thank you enough for all that 
you did!  This program would not be a success without such dedicated people.  So 
Iõd like to extend my sincere gratitude to the following peopleé. 

 
Dana Snook                 Kim Willis  

Chris Yepsen                Lee Ann Havenga  
 Shawn Yepsen             Nathalie Schmidt  

Julie Angus                  Anna Schmidt  
Cheryl Stohr                Carol Woeckel  

Pete Trolinger              Jennifer OõConner 
John Walker                 Diane Farrell  

Debbie Walker             Fran Hess  
Lisa Mestelle               Tina Watt  

 
 

I thank you for your dedication and service to our children.  
*please accept my apology if I left anyone out  
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A big THANK YOU goes out to all who helped with PADS this past season! We 
thank you for your dedication and time to help those less fortunate. 
God bless you.               The Mission Committee 
 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
Christ Community Church has just experienced a heavy loss with the passing of Annette Roix. You 
have expressed your kindness to her and us along the way, but the way you came through for us 
at the time of her funeral was an exceptional blessing. With gifts of food and service, you allowed 
us to attend more closely to our own grief and the funeral. Furthermore, your generosity was a 
great testimony to the spirit of community which Annette so embodied. Even at the funeral it was a 
lightening gift to see the presence of so much of your help. Thank you so much! 
Peace                  John Nordstrom, Pastor 
 
 
 
I want to thank everyone who helped in making the Ancient Jewish Wedding program a huge  
success! Rabbi-Pastor Zimmerman was very impressed with the 44+ attendees who came to hear 
and share their questions. The Rabbi is looking forward to coming back soon to share other Chris-
tian/Judia teachings. First I want to thank God for his direction. Also, thank you to Karen & Jolene 
Cohen, Mark & Karen Turek, Ron Larabee, Mike & Diane Farrell and Jan & Linda Lindeman (our 
marriage couple of the evening)! Also thank you Pastor John for all your help and guidance and 
prayers for a wonderful program.  
God bless and thank you all who came out to this blessed program. 
Thank you                   Barry Cohen 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hands Across the Community:  
 

May and the end of the school year is fast approaching  
for students in the alternative class at OHS!  

 
 
 

Please encourage your student whose handprint you received at the  
beginning of the school year. Encourage them to continue to work hard as 

the school year comes to an end to prepare them to advance. 
You can turn in any notes or small gifts to the  

church office and they will be delivered.  
For more information, please contact Dianne Jamison (433-1045). 
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MAY  

 

Steve Burris            7 
Charlien Atwood           8 
Lisa Mestelle, Sue Wilkie        10 
Becky Mayberry, Melissa Beyer, Kimberly Willis 12 
Steve West, Jacob Hallead        13 
Don Morehead            15 
Mary Jane Mess, Elma Warrick      17 
Jackie Stevenson           19 
John Bean, Adam LeRette        23 
Betsy Feagans, Casey Mestelle      25 
Adam Gaspar            26 
 
 

JUNE 
 

Jon Bybee, Nicole Stevenson       1 
David Damron            4 
Randy Jacobs            5 
Susanalice "Bob" Woodrum       6 
June Buckingham, Glen Hallead      8 
Marion Gaspar, Marian Mayberry      9 
Fran Hess             10 
Ruth White, Donna Burkey        14 
Matthew Woodrum          15 
Jenna Smithmeyer          17 
Tim Huebner            20 
Mary Ellen Glidewell          21 
Theo Woodrum           22 
Bill Buckingham           26 
Nate Woodrum           27 
Freda Robinson           29 

Ladies Nite Out 
 

Tuesday, May 5, 6:00 p.m. 

at Lois Nawrockiôs home 

(2361 Charles Court) 
 

Please bring a dish to share. 

Contact Lois (434-6755) for more info. 

Everyoneôs welcome!! 

KUM JOIN US  
 

Sunday, May 3, 
12:30 p.m.  

at the hospital cafeteria.  
 

Everyone is welcome! 

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP 

NOTICE  

We WILL have fellowship time in Scott 

Hall  from 9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. 

 on communion Sunday (May 3rd)  

all other Sundays will be between  

services until May 24 when it will be  

at 10:30 a.m.  

Please join us for coffee and treats! 

 

All women are invited to 
join for fellowship,  

food, and fun! 
We meet on the 1st & 
3rd Wed. of the month 

at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Contact Lois Nawrocki (434-6755)  
or Jackie Bean (434-3380) 

for more info. 

 

If you would like to help with 

treats for  

Fellowship time on Sundays, 

please sign up in Scott Hall or 

contact Tina Watt at  

(822-7369). 
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Take the time to check out our growing website!!  
 

Just go to www.ottawafirstpres.org and enjoy this work in progress!  
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Pastor 

John or Dianne Jamison and we will pass on the information.  

 
 
 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

No matter how it is framed, our historic economic bailout is most likely not one of 
America's finest moments.  By using extreme language coding, the response to the 
financial crisis has shifted from a bailout to a rescue bill to a taxpayer investment 
plan.   
 
How did we get in such an apparent financial crisis?  Corporate, political, and  
individual greed is a debilitating, perhaps evil, side of our consumption-driven  
culture.  Greed not only implies excessive desire and consumption, it also includes 
the manipulation of markets, institutions, and individuals.  More importantly, greed 
breaks down the ability for people to embrace deeply committed, spiritual lives. 
Greed is toxic to Christian values.  Being focused on "getting it all" violates the first 
commandment and elevates money as a god, certainly a false god, in our lives.   
 
As recorded throughout the Bible, God instructs believers to be industrious and to 
make a living.  At the same time, God  instructs people that stockpiling money is not 
a central goal. Hoarding money will destroy our eternal lives.   
 
However, money itself is not evil.  Money is a tool that is to be used responsibly by 
God's stewards.  Christian stewardship is essentially the management of all God's 
resources to accomplish God's will.  
 
All our possessions belong to God in the first place.  We are entrusted to earn, give, 
save, and spend it in a manner that brings God glory and honor.   
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hand and took hold of him, 
and said to him, ñYou of little 
faith, why did you doubt?ò 
When they got into the boat, 
the wind stopped. And those 
who were in the boat wor-
shiped Him, saying, ñYou 
are certainly Godôs 
Son!ò (Matthew 14:24-33) 
 
Letôs use our imagination to 
go into the story. Since no 
one goes out on the water in 
a small fishing boat when 
there is a storm blowing, 
Peter and the other men 
probably went out before the 
storm hit. But now the wind 
and waves have picked up 
speed. Do you think the men 
are nervous? They are in my 
imagination. Itôs dark. They 
canôt tell what direction to 
steer toward. Then they see 
what they think is a ghost 
walking on the water! I donôt 
know how they are able to 
see anything at all, let alone 
someone walking on the 
water. Lightning? Perhaps. I 
donôt know, but somehow 
they see Him, and now they 
are really nervous. In fact, 
they are terrified. But then 
they realize that itôs Jesus. 
What would you do next? 
Probably not what Peter did. 
Personally, I donôt think I 
would have done much of 
anything except stare with 
my dripping mouth hanging 
open.  
            (cont.) 

When you read the Bible, do 
you use your imagination? I 
strongly suggest you do. 
Does that sound surprising, 
even dangerous? I used to 
feel the same way. For 
some reason, we Christians 
tend to like propositional 
truth, facts, and well-crafted 
arguments. Imagination is 
so . . . so made up. I donôt 
suggest we just go around 
making things up and calling 
them truth.  
 
I suggest we do what sculp-
tors, songwriters, and poets 
have done all through his-
tory. I suggest that we try to 
feel and see and smell what 
it was like for David to have 
the prophet Samuel pour 
anointing oil over his head 
and call him the king of Is-
rael (1 Samuel 16:1-13).  
 
Try it! Use your imagination. 
What would you have felt if 
this had happened to you 
when you were in junior high 
school? Thatôs about how 
old David was in this story. 
My first reaction would have 
been total fear! I would have 
said, ñI am just a kid; Sam-
uel is a powerful, mysterious 
prophet of God. This is a 
scary guy; Israel already has 
King Saul; andðwellðIôm 
just a kid!ò  
What look did Samuel have 
in his eyes as he gazed 
upon this dirty-faced, smelly 

shepherd boy? Was it 
doubt? My imagination tells 
me no. I think Samuel had 
hope. I think he looked at 
this kid and whispered a 
prayer of thanks for this boy 
that God Himself had cho-
sen. 
 
That wasnôt so hard, was it? 
Do you see this moment 
differently now? I do. Letôs 
try another story. Letôs use 
our imagination in the story 
of Jesus and Peter walking 
on the water. 
 
The boat was already a long 
distance from the land, bat-
tered by the waves; for the 
wind was contrary. And in 
the fourth watch of the night 
[Jesus] came to them, walk-
ing on the sea. When the 
disciples saw Him walking 
on the sea, they were terri-
fied, and said, ñIt is a ghost!ò 
And they cried out in fear. 
But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them, saying, 
ñTake courage, it is I; do not 
be afraid.ò Peter said to Him, 
ñLord, if it is You, command 
me to come to You on the 
water.ò And He said, 
ñCome!ò And Peter got out of 
the boat, and walked on the 
water and came toward Je-
sus. But seeing the wind, he 
became frightened, and be-
ginning to sink, he cried out, 
ñLord, save me!ò Immedi-
ately Jesus stretched out His 

Use Your Imagination! by David Carl  

  
  E
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MAY 2009  

S T U D E N T  M I N I S T R I E S 

Chuckles 

¶ If Mars had 

earthquakes 

would they be 

called      

marsquakes?  

¶ Why can't 

donuts be 

square?  

¶ Why does       

triangularly 

cut bread 

taste better 

than square 

bread?  
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(cont. from pg. 12) 
 
 
I would have been one of the other guys in the boat. In my imagination, I place myself there in the scene. I am 
shocked, but Peter is magnetized, magnetized to Jesus. He figures that if Jesus can walk on the water, maybe he 
can too. He asks to join Jesus in this miracle. Jesus smiles and waves for him to come overboard. What are the 
guys in the boat thinking? Wide-eyed, I try to pull Peter back in, but he will not be held back, not from his Jesus. As 
I rest my hands on the side of that rocking boat, I watch Peter actually walking on the water to join Jesus. Wow! At 
that point, I start to swing my leg over the edge of the boat; I want to do it too! But then I hear Peter yell for help. In 
my imagination, he does not slowly start to sink as his faith weakens. He just looks around, looks at his feet stand-
ing on the water, panics, and goes under completely. I quickly swing my leg back into the relative safety of the 
boat. Jesus grabs Peterôs hand, and I see Peter come up out of the water as if on an elevator. He looks at Jesus . . 
.   What a moment!  
 
See? By using your imagination, you can feel the agony and the ecstasy of the scene. As I stand back and reflect 
on it, you know who I feel bad for? The guys in that boat. They never knew what it felt like to stand on the water. 
Was it like concrete? Was it squishy but firm? They could ask Peter but could never experience it for themselves. 
Peter, on the other hand, was really wet, but he was different from that point on. He did not just see the power of 
Christ; he joined in with it. This was a taste of things to come for Peter.   
 
I encourage you to enter into more Bible stories and to take your kids with you. Things will come to you that you 
had never thought about before. You will ñseeò the story and remember it from that point on. Get into your Bible. 
Use your imagination! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

Every Sunday  
 8:00 am prayer 
 9 am Traditional & 

 11:15 am Contempo-

rary Worship  

 10:15 Fellowship & 

Education  

 6:30 pm  EDGE 

   

 

 

 

  

Every Wed . 
 

 9 am  Prayer  

library 

  

 6:30 pm 

RIOT  

 7 pm Choir 

practice 

Every Thurs.  
 

 6:15 am Menôs 

Small Group  

 

 10:00 a.m. 

Seniorôs 

Small Group  
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 6:30 AM 
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3 
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at 9:00 a.m. 
 

 

ONE Worship 

Service 10:00 a.m. 

 

 12:30 pm 

Kum Join Us 
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 6 pm 

Ladies Nite Out 

 7 pm 

Service of Healing 
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A Service of Healing and Wholeness  
 
 

Tuesday, May 5  
7:00 PM in the Sanctuary  

 

If you or someone you know would like to come to this simple 
service to seek healing of any kind, please come! 


