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Your First Presbyterian Church Family believes in the power of prayer.  (See 
Romans 1:9b).  You are hereby given the name of someone we ask you to pray for 
until you receive your next Presby Press.   
 

You are encouraged to contact that person with a card, note, phone call or 
personal visit so they know you are praying for them this month.  Be assured 
that your name is being given to another to also pray for you this month.   
 

May Godôs richest blessings be with you always! 
 

Yours in Christ, Discipleship Committee 
 

Please clip this reminder & post it to remind you to pray for:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

A Personal Invitation from Pastor John 
I have been reading a book this summer that is so good, so powerful, I want 

to invite you this September to join me and others on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

to read and talk about it.  Author Catherine Claire Larsonôs book,  As We 

Forgive, is a profound examination of the kind of forgiveness Jesus calls us 

to know and practice.  It is about a seemingly impossible forgiveness that 

you canôt imagine would ever happen.  But it is happening right now, today 

in the country of Rwanda, and it tells a story every Christian needs to hear.  

It surprises.  It challenges and convicts.  It leaves one with a wonder at the 

impossible miracle of God that his love could help an entire country heal 

from the ravages of hate and murder that human beings are so darkly capa-

ble of.  In a world that lusts for conquering power on all levels (personal and 

national), it reveals a power of an entirely different order that leaves all 

other claims to power empty and impotent.  It is a story of hope.  Hereôs an 

excerpt of one review:   
 

ñIf they told you that a murderer were to be released into your neighbor-

hood, how would you feel?ò asks Antoine Rutayesire, a survivor of the 1994 

Rwandan genocide that left one out of eight of his countrymen dead. ñBut 

what if this time, they werenôt just releasing one but 40,000?ò This chilling 

question is not hypothetical for Antoine or for his small, African country, 

which released 40,000 prisoners in 2003, and another 10,000 in 2007. 
 

                  (Continued on pg. 3) 
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NEED ENCOURAGMENT??? 
 

Donôt we all need encouragement?  How do you feel 

when someone encourages YOU with their kind words, a 

smile, a phone call, a note, a hug, or a small gift?  It really 

doesnôt take much to lift someoneôs spirits and ómake 

their dayô.   
 

If you like encouraging others, we have a mission de-

signed just for that purpose and you donôt even have to 

leave the comfort of your home!  Sound easy??  IT IS!!!  

There are 14 students enrolled this year in the Alternative 

Program at Ottawa Township High School and we are 

looking for about 28 people who would be willing to óbe 

an encouragementô to them. The program, ñHands Across 

the Communityò, was designed 2 years ago by the FPC 

Sisterchicks to help support the lives of students who 

were struggling with lifeôs many issues. It is our desire to 

show the love of Christ to these students so they can feel 

encouraged in the life God has given them.  Please join us 

on Sunday, September 20, in Scott Hall between services 

for muffins and coffee and the opportunity to ñmeetò the 

students in Alternative Program.  
 

 

Prayer Partners requests for September 2009: 
 

Youth:   Pray that students will have clarity of mind as they 

get back into their studies at school. Ask God to surround 

them with emotional, physical, and spiritual protection. Pray 

for Ben Dial as he continues to recover from surgery and faces 

another surgery soon. 
 

Student Ministries:  Pray for courage for students who will 

gather around their schoolôs flag pole this month to pray for 

their schools, friends, families, and our nation at See You At 

The Pole. Ask God to use their lives as an example and testi-

mony to peers and teachers. Pray that their lives be marked by 

prayerfulness and that they learn to pray in the Spirit on all 

occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
 

Staff:   Pray for James Burkey, who will begin volunteering 

with EDGE in September. Pray that God will use each of us to 

impact studentsô lives for Him!   
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 (continued from pg. 1) 
 

While the horrific story of Hutus slashing, bludgeoning, and burning their Tutsi 

neighbors has become familiar to many, a profound untold story unfolds today 

as tens of thousands of perpetrators who have confessed their crimes and served 

a minimum sentence return to live among their victims. With radical forgiveness, 

many survivors are embracing the very perpetrators who committed atrocities 

against them and their families. Hands that once swung machetes in violence 

now smooth mud bricks in peace as they build homes for their victims.  
 

Rwanda looms as a vastly uncharted case study in forgiveness. Why are survi-

vors who lost entire families willing to forgive and befriend those who destroyed 

their lives? Why are once-militant and murderous Hutus now repenting of their 

crimes? These questions beckon the humble to explore the pain, the mystery, and 

the heartbreaking beauty of the process.   
 

Based on personal interviews and thorough research, As We Forgive returns to 

the boundary lines of genocideôs wounds and traces the route of reconciliation in 

the lives of Rwandansðvictims, widows, orphans, and perpetratorsðwhose past 

and future intersect. We find in these stories how suffering, memory, and identity 

set up roadblocks to forgiveness, while mediation, truth-telling, restitution, and 

interdependence create bridges to healing. The result is a narrative that breathes 

with humanity and is as haunting as it is hopeful.  
 

If forgiveness is possible after genocide, then perhaps there is hope for the com-

parably smaller rifts that plague our relationships, our communities, and our 

nation. These stories of Rwandan reconciliation provide a roadmap not just for 

national healing, but for healing on a personal level as we learn what it means 

to forgive and be forgiven.  
 

I am so grateful for what Iôm learning about the power of God in forgiveness 

through this riveting story of Rwandaôs people.  If you would like to hear more 

and enjoy this rich book in reflection and discussion with others, please join me 

on September 13 at 10:15 a.m. in the Library.   
 

God bless you!                                                                                                                           

Pastor John Walker 
 

Adult Education Opportunity Starting September 13:   

As We Forgive 
Instructor/Discussion Leader:  Pastor John Walker 

Material:  Book by Catherine Claire Larson,  As We Forgive                                                    

(pick up a copy at The Book Mouse at a 20% discount) 

Class Location:  the Library 

Time:  Sundays (7 weeks) at 10:15 a.m. 

Invite someone to join you!   

 
 

Next Scheduled Service of Healing and Wholeness:  
 

Tuesday, September 29 
 

   Time:  7:00 p.m. 
   Place:  FPC Sanctuary 
   Who:  Anyone who has need for Godôs healing in any  
      area of body or life is encouraged to come 

 

Our Elders are 
committed 
 to serving. 

 
 

Fran Hess 
(Worship) 
433-4237 

 

Lori Trolinger  
(Discipleship) 

795-6791 
 

Mark Turek 
(Trustee) 
431-0093 

 

Steve Burris 
(Trustee) 
481-9830 

 

Char Bragg 
(Mission & Personnel) 

433-3936 
 

Mary Lou Smith 
(Discipleship) 

795-5925 
 

Scott Alonge 
(Clerk of Session) 

416-8019 
 

Jim Keely 
(Administration & Personnel) 

433-0868 
 

Jan Lindeman 
(Administration) 

431-9904 
 

Erin Stuedemann 
(Deacon) 
795-6119 

 

Dave Farrell 
(Worship) 
252-2351 

 

Tina Watt 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

822-7369 
 

Dick Sellars 
(Trustee) 
434-7633 

 

Jackie Bean 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

434-3380 
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Holy Land Trip Dates Are Set: March 2 -12 

 

We Are Israel -Bound in Just 6 Months and  
 

Thereôs Still Time to Sign Up! 
 

¶ We fly out of OôHare on Tuesday, March 2 and return Friday, March 
12, 2010 

 
¶ Come experience 10 days of world travel and see the exciting land 

where Jesus walked ï You will never be the same! 
 
¶ Travel will be very safe and anyone of normal health and any age will  
 easily be able to navigate the beautiful sites we will visit 
 
¶ Costs for travel in Israel are substantially less than travel elsewhere 

and there are opportunities NOW for further savings you can take  
 advantage of:   

1. Pay the full balance due 4 months before departure (Nov. 2) 
and receive an additional $40 off the trip cost 

2. Purchase travel insurance ($219) and your financial obligation 
will be fully covered in the event that something prevents you 
from going at the last minute 

¶ ITôS NOT TOO LATE for you, your friends and others you know to 

consider this great opportunity ï Talk to Fran Hess or Pastor John 

Walker today!   

¶ Information packets available on Dianne Jamisonôs desk in the office. 
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GARDENING SURPLUS 
 

Are you a GARDENER who can hardly wait to get your vegetables 
planted?? Then, every year, do you wonder what to do when your 
over-active tomato or pepper plants ripen abundantly----in one day??? 
You are just the person to whom the mission team is talking. With the 
economy sagging, we often see families who are struggling to make 
ends meet. The mission committee would like to encourage those who 
have the gardening ñGreen Thumbò to consider bringing any surplus 
that your family doesnôt use during the summer months to the church where it will be 
SHARED with our church families. Just bring it in and put it on the counter in front of 
the kitchen.  
Everyone will be welcome to take what they can use. Then, any leftovers we have will be 
given to the Food Pantry. WOULD YOU PLEASE CONSIDER THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
SERVE OTHERS WITH YOUR TALENT??  Your generosity will be much appreciated! 
 

From our Compassion Child in Bolivia  
  

Dear First Presbyterian Church, 
 

I send you my cordial greetings in the blessed name of Jesus. I am very happy for being  
writing you again. I thank you for the letter you sent me; I am encouraged because you pray 
for me. My training (cycling) is about 200-300 km per week and 40-60 km per day. I like  
Beijing Olympics and I would like to participate there. Thank you for your words about God. 
He will be beside me and give me His love. He protects me all the time. Please pray for me 
and my family. I remind you and I keep you in my heart. I will keep present your words. I will 
pray that God many bless you wherever you are. I wish you the best in your lives. I am  
attending to classes but I will be on vacations soon. I will continue training hard to carry on.   
I send you a strong hug. May God bless you. 
 

Guido  
 

Guatemala  
 

On November 14 a team of 12 adults will be traveling to Jobompiche to serve with Craig and 
Peggy Harvey. This year we plan to paint several rooms with fun murals and we will be doing 
crafts with the school children. We are in the process of deciding what materials we will need 
and we would like your help with a few items. At this point we need donations of paint 
brushes and rollers. You may drop them off in the office. Then watch the bulletin for other 
needed items as we go through our planning process. Also, please be praying for our trip  
as we plan, organize and get ready to travel. Being covered in prayer is always the most  
important part of the trip!! 
 
(These are 2 of the buildings  
We will be working in; the  
bathrooms and computer  
classroom; we will also be 
in the kitchen-not shown.) 
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Transforming the world one family at a time!! 
 

Global Family Rescue is a not-for-profit organization established in 2003. They are a faith-based organization that is passion-

ately dedicated to bringing hope to families living in extreme poverty throughout the world. Their goal is to help families pro-

gress from extreme poverty to self-sufficiency within three years. In addition to direct family investment, they seek to increase 

the economic strength and a stability of their communities through project-based initiatives that focus on clean water, educa-

tion, vocational skills and more. 

Sponsoring a Family 
 

The cost of sponsoring a family is $64 per month, for 3 years. There are many people who go together with others to sponsor, 

such as 4 families paying $16 per month. Hereôs how it works: 

GFR opens a bank account for each sponsored family. Our community facilitators oversee the accounts, and ensure that the 

sponsored families follow specific program guidelines. Under the care and mentorship of their community facilitator, families 

are projected to be self-sufficient in three years! 

Contact Dianne Jamison (433-1045) or get started by contacting our family sponsorship coordinator at:   

sponsorship@globalfamilyrescue.org  
 

 

 

This is one family of many that are waiting for a  

sponsor. 
 

 

 

 

 

DATE: March 24, 2008  #105203 

DISTRICT     : KAMWENGE 

VILLAGE     : KICHWAMBA S. 

                         

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

All the family members which you see stay together in one home and are headed by the grandmother.  

Their parents died of AIDS. 

The grandmother is very old and she has no energy to work for these young ones.  

They need pit latrine, blankets, clothes, school supplies, medical support, shelter and food. 

The family lacks most basic needs and the caretaker is not able to look after the big family. 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Contact Dianne Jamison (433-1045) or Debbie Damron (434-3606)  

for more information. 
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CONNECTION | August 2009  
 

Dear friends,  
We are back again from Lighthouse church in Vsetín. Summer seems to be busy here and things seem 
to be moving forward here. I hope you will be encouraged by what God is doing.  
 
JOHAN, MINDY, JOSEPH AND EMMA ALFREDEEN | big help and great blessing.  
Johan, Mindy and their family are form Fort Collins, CO. They have heard about Lighthouse church and 
visited us last may and after that they have decided to move over to Czech Republic and help us. Their 
story is really inspiring, because they have sold everything and moved over here. That is a great sacrifice 
and also great example. I hope it will be an example for many people here in time when we will be able to 
plant a new church. Mindy is going to help with teaching in our Lighthouse English from September.  
It is not easy to sell everything and move to different culture and I ask you to pray for Johan and Mindy. 
Also pray for us so that we can be good church for them and serve them well as much as we can.  
 
LIGHTHOUSE ENGLISH SUMMER PARTIES | meet the MVCC team  

 
 
 
 
In July team from MVCC came and spend some time with 
us. They were helping with English camp of our mother 
church and had experienced there great blessing. After the 
camp we had chance to spend some time with them as a 
church and also invite some of the students from the Light-
house English and keep on building relationships with them. 
We organized three parties and had a great time together. It 
was great blessing to have them here.  
 
 
 
 

What is a head of us in the near future and what you can pray for:  
 

ï in September we are starting new 3 month classes.  
 

some of the things that worked before won´t work now. Please pray for us, when we are trying to find out 
how to organize and structure our church. We are also looking for new ways how to help people to con-
nect in small groups.  
 

 
 
 
     contact: www.majakvsetin.cz | Dan Hurta - dhurta@kam.cz, BedŚich Smola ï bedrich.smola@cb.cz  
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WIN, GROW, GO: SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 
 

 

Ottawa PADS shelter is expanding!  They are in need of volunteers with building skills - electrical, 
plumbing, dry wall, flooring, etc. Donations would also help - even as little as $5. If enough people 
send $5, it will make a world of difference. (PO Box 2345, Ottawa). They really need you! Please 
contact Kristin Damron (481-1400) or Carol Alcorn (488-0150) for more information. 
 

Habitat for Humanity: They are seeking applications for a resident of Ottawa (Partner Family) to 
build and purchase a new home to be built in Ottawa in 2009. Once everything is in place, we will 
have many opportunities to volunteer. The Mission committee will be staying in contact with Habitat 
and will pass on those opportunities as they come available. Contact Betsy Feagans for more info. 
 

Ottawa Community Food Basket:  
Donations for the Food Basket for the month of September will be canned fruits . Letôs fill the  
barrels at the entrances to our sanctuary and see if we can do even more to share our gifts with the 
less fortunate in our community. Monetary donations may also be given; just be sure to designate 
that it is for the Food Basket.  
 

Prayer Shawls: Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is still going strong.  
Do you know someone who could use a hug from God (who doesnôt)? Please call us so that we 
may provide a Prayer Shawl for you to give that ñsomeoneò who needs Godôs hug.  
Jackie Bean 434-3380  Karen Cohen 433-4308 
 

Why not join a small group? At FPC small groups are important. Why? Because few experiences 
encourage and build our faith more than small groups. Small groups teach us how to better know, 
understand and apply Godôs word in daily life. They also become a place of good friendship and  
caring. Want to join a small group? Itôs easy! Just talk to Pastor John or one of the small group  
leaders listed below: 
 

Lloyd & Diane Chapman (Sun. AM): 433-0368 
Mike & Diane Farrell (Sun. PM): 434-2774    John Walker/Men (Thurs. AM): 434-1045 

Betsy Feagans (Mon. PM): 433-5480      Bill Gaspar (Thurs. AM): 434-3860 
Carol Engberg/Women (Mon. PM): 434-0653   Lisa Mestelle/Women-Beth Moore Bible Study  
Chris Yepsen (Tues. PM): 488-0279        (Thurs. PM): 434-2318 
Jan & Linda Lindeman (Wed. PM): 431-9904   Jim Keely/Men (Sat. AM): 433-0868 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Take the time to check out our growing website!!  
 

Just go to www.ottawafirstpres.org and enjoy this work in progress!  
If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Pastor 

John or Dianne Jamison and we will pass on the information.  
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We would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards and wonderful meals after my surgery. 
We greatly appreciated them and ask for continued prayers over the next couple of months as I 
recover. 
God Bless, 
Scott, Kerry & Lexi Alonge 
 
 
Dear First Pres. Church, 
Thank you so much for your donation of the scholarship to help me further my education at North 
Park University. I am very grateful and canôt wait to return to school! 
Thanks, 
Matt Walker 
 
 
From: 101 THINGS YOU SHOULD DO BEFORE GOING TO HEAVEN 
 

ñPray for me.ò It is doubtful that you will hear these words in heaven, since all needs will be 
met there. But until then, it is likely that you will be asked to pray for someone you know. At 
times the words are spoken more in jest than as a personal request. But they can also be a 
heartfelt plea from those who are facing something that they know is too big for them to handle 
alone. Some of these people are already fervently praying on their own, but they know the 
power of joining together with others to pray for a common request. Still others may look to you 
as a ñspiritual person,ò someone who has an ñinò with God, which they feel they lack. Regard-
less of the whys behind the request, saying youôll pray for someone is making a commitment. 
The first way you can be an answer to prayer is by actually doing what youôve promised.  
The best way to keep your promise is to ask, ñWould you like to pray together right now?ò The 
Bible says that Christ is right there praying alongside you, when two or more pray together in 
His name. Praying together is also a wonderful way to help those who are hesitant to begin 
conversing with God on their own. If taking a few moments to pray together is not an option, 
talk to God about the request at your first opportunity. There is less chance then that youôll for-
get to pray about it later. You may also want to write prayer requests in a journal at homeð
both your request and those youôve agreed to pray about for others. Refer to the journal during 
your times alone with God as a reminder of what to pray for, as well as what to praise Him for 
as you see His answers take shape. 
Remember as you pray that God may want you to be an integral part of His answer. When He 
prompts you to fill a need, comfort a broken heart, or stand up for what is right, prayer is not 
enough. Action is the answer. 
 

Thank you for your prayers for Jolene during her gall bladder operation. Praise the Lord! 
Barry, Karen & Jolene Cohen 
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In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Genesis 1:1 

 

Our Kick-off begins on Sept. 13th in the East Room at 
10:15am. Join us as we begin the story of Creation. See what 
God created in just 6 days by going to the different stations 
full of treats, games, crafts, and prizes. It is sure to be lots of 
fun and something special that will help your child remem-
ber all the amazing things God did in those few days that 

started it all. 
 

4(% 34/29 "%').3ȣȢȢ 
 

For all children ages 3 yrs to 5th grade 
 
 

September 20th we will be honoring all of the children in 1st, 3rd, and 6th grades  
by presenting them each with a Bible.  Be sure and mark your calendars, so you can be there to 
be a part of this special day. 

 

ñSundae Sunday", Sept. 6, 10:30 a.m.!  
 

Everyone is invited to come and have ice cream sundaes as we prepare to begin our fall sched-
ule. There will be sign-ups for ZONE for children 3yrs - 5th grade. We have a great year ahead of 
us, so come down to Scott Hall after our worship service and get some yummy ice cream and 
hear all about the exciting things in store!! 
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SEPTEMBER 

 

Forest Stuedemann          3 
Cindy Arjes             4 
Brian Zeilmann           6 
Ruth Powell             9 
Deb Bybee             10 
Daryl Stohl, Peggy Roeder, Arlene Keck   15 
Sarah Mayberry           16 
Bill Engberg            19 
Rebekah Felty, Tina Watt        20 
Tim Gaspar             21 
Kate O'Connor, Craig Harvey       22 
Deb Damron, Don Meredith       23 
Katie Duggan            26 
David Farrell            28 
 

OCTOBER 
 

Derek Martin            1 
Larry Schmitt, Hannah Walker      2 
Patti Good             3 
Shirley Davey            4 
Arla Severson, Sandy Meredith      5 
Lee Ann Havenga, Caleb Burkey      6 
Derek Damron            7 
Hope Severe            9 
Paul Gaspar, Sr.           10 
Kyle Beyer, Zureen Voigt        11 
Mary Lou Smith           12 
Amy Beyer, Robert Lewis        13 
Rob Angus, Tom Bybee         15 
Mike Stohr             16 
Bill Powell             19 
Joe Schmidt, Bodee Havenga       20 
Chris Yepsen            21 
Dan Mestelle            22 
Samantha Ehret           24 
Sharon Roark            25 
Jan Lindeman            27 
Andrew Couch            31 

Ladies Nite Out 
 

Tuesday, September 1, 6:00 p.m. 

at Up Town Grille in LaSalle  

Please contact Lois Nawrocki 

(434-6755) for reservations. 

KUM JOIN US  
 

ñLabor Day Picnicò 
starting at 10:00 a.m.  
at Arla Seversonôs home. 

 

Please bring a dish to share and your own 
table service. Everyone is welcome! 

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE  

We WILL have fellowship time in Scott 

Hall  at 10:30 a.m. during the Summer 

Worship schedule.  

Starting Sept. 13, we will meet  

between services at 10:15 a.m.. 

Please join us for coffee and treats! 

 

All women are invited to 
join for fellowship,  

food, and fun! 
We meet on the 1st & 

3rd Wed. of the month at 
10:00 a.m. 

 
 

Contact Lois Nawrocki (434-6755)  
or Jackie Bean (434-3380) 

 

First Choir Rehearsal 
Wed., Sept. 9 

6:00 p.m. Dinner 
at Lloyd & Diane Chapmanôs home.  
Call Lloyd (433-0368)for more info. 

 

Menôs Community Prayer Breakfast 
Sept. 5, 6:30 a.m. at FPC 
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News from the Nominating Committee  
 
 

Beginning this July, Dick Sellars, Barb White, Roy Peters, Nathalie Schmidt, Mark Turek and Pastor 
John will  begin the process of selecting and nominating three (3) candidates for elder  and one (1) 
candidate for trustee  who will be voted on during the congregational meeting later this fall. Your input 
to the committee members is very important to this process in selecting the leadership for our church. 
Please contact them with your comments or suggestions of members of FPC.                                  
 
 

The Bible teaches that Elders should be able to lead the church through Christ-like example.  Please 
prayerfully consider any man or woman who you think could serve as a godly, servant-leader and sub-
mit his/her name.   
 

 

Among the names suggested, the committee needs additional information to decide whom to  
nominate. Please comment on your candidate(s) in such areas as Church Involvement:   
attendance at public worship, participation in church activities, offices held, services rendered;    
Christian Living in Daily Life:   within the family, at work, in the community;  and Personal  
Characteristics and Skills:  cooperativeness, willingness to learn, ability to follow through on  
assignments, openness to new ideas, maturity of judgment .  Please elaborate on your candidatesô 
particular qualifications for this office.   Thank You!         

ðDick Sellars (434-7633), Committee Chairperson 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Name(s) of Nominee(s)      or position of:                Elder          or            Trustee       

_________________________________      _____                    _____ 
_________________________________      _____                    _____ 
_________________________________      _____                    _____ 
 

Church Involvement:  ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 

Christian Living in Daily Life:   

_____________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 

Personal Characteristics and Skills:  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 

Particular Qualifications:  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
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Last blast of summer 
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SEPTEMBER 2009  

S T U D E N T  M I N I S T R I E S 

Chuckles 

 

 

¶ Why do pizzas come 

in square boxes when 

theyôre round? 

¶ Why are steam    roll-

ers called steam roll-

ers when they don't 

produce, get rid of, or 

have anything to do 

with steam? 

CALENDAR 

 

¶ 9/6ðNO EDGE 

 

¶ 9/9ðRIOT Fall   

Kick-off @ 6:30pm 

 

¶ 9/13ðEDGE Fall 

Kick-off @ 6:30pm 

 

¶ 9/23ðSee You At 

The Poleðprayer 

one hour before 

school 

 

¶ 9/23ðSee You At 

The Pole Rally         

7-8:30pm @ EV Free 

Church 


