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Your First Presbyterian Church Family believes in the power of prayer.  (See 
Romans 1:9b).  You are hereby given the name of someone we ask you to pray for 
until you receive your next Presby Press.   
 

You are encouraged to contact that person with a card, note, phone call or 
personal visit so they know you are praying for them this month.  Be assured 
that your name is being given to another to also pray for you this month.   
 

May God’s richest blessings be with you always! 
 

Yours in Christ, Discipleship Committee 
 

Please clip this reminder & post it to remind you to pray for: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

THE VISIBLE MEANS OF GOD’S GRACE FOR US 
 

Dear friends, 
 

My faith is deeply affirmed by the witness of Christ’s life all around us.  Just 

a week ago in our Easter worship service - overflowing with joy and people - 

we celebrated the power of Christ’s risen life as he burst forth from his tomb 

of death.  HE IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN, INDEED!  All around us, too, the 

world is proclaiming that God is the Lord and Giver of life, and death does-

n’t stand a chance!  All of creation moves out of the darkness and death of 

this long winter into the life of spring, just as we move from death to life in 

our risen Savior.   
 

The center of our faith, and the power of its witness in us, IS the fact of  

Jesus Christ’s Resurrection from the dead.  Indeed, our life as the church is 

to be a sign to the world of Christ’s resurrection life.  But how can we, the 

church, ever hope to be such a witness given the frail condition we live 

with?  Our humanness.  Our fallenness.  Our weakness of faith.  How will 

others ever know and believe in Jesus’ resurrection and what that means by 

what they see in us?  Will our faith be strong enough to persuade others to 

believe?  Will we hold onto faith in a cynical, often unbelieving world?  

 

                   (continued on pg. 3) 
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The Presby Press is published 
monthly by  

First Presbyterian Church 
114 E. Jefferson St., Ottawa, IL 

61350 
Telephone 815-433-1045 

 
 
 

Note:   
All articles for publication 

are due at  9AM on the fourth  
Monday of the month. 

Session News 
 

April 12, 2011 

 
Session held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday April 19, 2011. 

 

The Sabbatical Renewal Team made a motion that Pastor John’s  

Sabbatical is scheduled to begin Monday April 23, 2012 and go for 

nearly 15 ½ weeks, to end on Thursday August 19, 2012 (24 days to 

come from Pastor John’s 2012 vacation time in his annual package).  

The motion was seconded by Cindy Arjes, and passed by Session vote. 

 

The Administration Committee mentioned that the annual audit meeting 

will be on Tuesday, May 10, 2011 at 6:00 o’clock for the Administra-

tion Committee and Trustee’s Committee to meet with Treasurer Betty 

Angus. 

 

Pastor John mentioned that the Session Retreat will be Saturday May 

14, 2011.  Location has yet to be determined. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Steve Burris 

Clerk 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear friends and family (of Elma Warrick), 
 

The gathering to remember mother will be at Mueller Funeral Home in  

Ottawa, on Sat. May 14, from 1-3.  If you have anything you'd like to speak 

about regarding either Mother or  Dad, please feel free.  It will be "open 

mike" time.  I know it is a busy time of year for most of us, so please don't 

feel obligated in any way.  The announcement will be in the Ottawa paper 

for those who live around town. 
 

I want to wish all of you a very Blessed Easter season, and to remember  

He Is Risen. 

 

Thank you for all your prayers--I love you all.   Hugs. 

Jo (Marie) 
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(continued from pg. 1) 

 

I’m glad to say that precisely at the point of our need, God, in his mercy, 

meets our need.  He knows we need always to be encouraged in our resur-

rection faith.  He knows we need to be strongly and regularly reminded of 

just what he did to show his favor – his grace – to us in our need.  On May 1 

and 8 in worship, we will be thinking together about that help which he 

gives us.  Specifically, we will be looking at the two sacraments, commun-

ion (5/1) and baptism (5/8), each powerful reminders Jesus gave to the 

church to help us understand our resurrection faith in Jesus Christ.  The 

church has always described the sacraments as “the visible means of God’s 

grace”.  What does that mean for our Easter faith?  Come to worship and 

find out.  Receive the ready help and grace God offers to you – to his church 

– so that you may be greatly encouraged.   

 

 

In the grace of Christ’s love, 

Pastor John Walker 

 

 

 

 

COME CELEBRATE! 
 

As we receive new members in worship on Sunday, May 8: 

Evan & Jackie Boaz 

Jim McCombs 

Ann Hoffmann 

Christy Riley 

Kyle Ratliff 

Chuck White 

 

We will also be celebrating the sacrament of baptism with: 

Chuck White 

Evan Boaz 

 

The whole congregation will have the opportunity  

to renew their baptismal vows also! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Elders are 
committed 
 to serving. 

 
 

Nathalie Schmidt 
(Worship) 
433-0175 

 

Lori Trolinger 
(Discipleship) 

795-6791 
 

Mark Turek 
(Trustee) 
431-0093 

 

Steve Burris 
(Trustee) 
481-9830 

 

Cindy Arjes 
(Mission) 
915-1159 

 

Mary Lou Smith 
(Discipleship) 

795-5925 
 

Steve Burris 
(Clerk of Session/Trustee) 

481-9830 
 

Dan Mestelle 
(Administration & Personnel) 

434-2318 
 

Bruce Smith 
(Deacon) 
795-5925 

 

James Burkey 
(Worship) 
669-3676 

 

Cathy Peters 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

343-5271 
 

Diane Farrell 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

434-2774 
 

Betsy Feagans 
(Administration) 

433-5480 
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STEWARDSHIP 
 

 

The difference between fundraising and stewardship. 
 

Fundraising is an honorable secular profession. It refers to a process of asking donors for 

contributions to a worthy cause. The solicitor typically communicates the good deeds,  

strategic plans, effectiveness of the organization, describes specific needs or budgetary  

issues and asks for a gift. This is very appropriate for Red Cross, United way, etc.  
 

Fundraising raises money.  Stewardship raises people. 
 

Stewardship is biblical. It grows out of our relationship with God as Creator, Redeemer

( hence, Owner), Sustainer( Provider, Comforter, Faithful Parent).   
 

Stewardship is best captured in the parables of Jesus. The steward is not the owner, but the 

manager, accountable to the Master and responsible for promoting the Master's welfare (and 

not his own). 

 

Stewardship involves more than money and is not motivated by a desire for blessings or  

appreciation. It includes the use of time, talent, treasure, and management or personal,  

corporate, and global resources.   

 

We're in charge of the earth until Christ returns! You have a choice. You can look on this 

as fund-raising, in which case you will probably give modestly to a very good cause or you 

can understand yourself not as a donor, but as a Steward of the Most High King. 
 

 

 

 

Sabbatical 2012 Informational Time 
 

Sunday May 1, right after the worship service,  
in the sanctuary.  

 
The Sabbatical Renewal Team (SRT) has been visiting small groups at FPC to gather everyone’s 
ideas for our joint sabbatical in 2012. All are invited to be part of an opportunity to hear about, ask 
questions and share ideas about “what would make your heart sing” during our joint sabbatical. 
Members of the SRT will share a short video and gather your input.  
 

Please come and share!  
 
 

 
 

What  will make your heart sing? Check out the bulletin board in Scott Hall to see what others  
are saying about ideas for being on sabbatical as a congregation. Add your “notes” to the song  
we are creating together.   
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GO into the world and demonstrate faith! 
 

May 15, 10:00 a.m., PLEASE JOIN US  
FOR A SPECIAL SERVICE OF SHARING ABOUT  

GLORY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above are pictures of the children receiving their exercise books (like notebooks here)!  
They all will have enough to last a full semester! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To the right is a picture of Glory Primary School! 
It was taken from the other side of the fence. The  
school yard is all cleared. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the church that is in front of the school. 
Thanks to so many generous donations, we were 
able to finish the roof! As of April 19, 2011 it was  
done!!  
 
 
 
 
We hope to see you May 15 to share more. 
Blessings,  
Dianne & Debbie 
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GUIDO CARVAJAL, 

is the Compassion International child our church supports.  
 

He is 19 years old and lives in Boliva. As a congregation we have supported him for 13 

years, since Sept. 1997 when he was just 5 years old. With our support he has stayed in 

school, attended Sunday School, Church, Vacation Bible School and Bible Classes. 

Guido’s father died when he was young. His mother has been his sole provider. She is 

sometimes employed in the marketplace. Many times children abandon the Compassion 

program because they are no longer able to attend church and school, which is  

required by the program. We are very thankful that Guido is continuing his education. 

His estimated graduation date is October 2012. The monthly cost to support Guido is 

$32/month. We also try to send a birthday & Christmas gift of $20 each. We have  

approximately 18 months left to bless, encourage and support this young man, reminding 

him of the importance of education and living for Christ. If anyone feels led to  

contribute to his monthly support (even $5/month!) or wants to write to him, it would be 

greatly appreciated. Let’s make the most of these last months with Guido.  

Please contact Debbie Walker (431-0284)if you want to help or have any questions.  
 

TORNADO IN JOBOMPICHE (note from the Harvey’s) 
Good morning to all! 
 

We want to thank all of you for your prayers. First, EVERYONE in Jobompiche is fine. We went around to check on 

everyone and we thank God that NO ONE got hurt.   
 

A tornado hit Jobompiche mid afternoon on Sat. Apr. 23rd.  It came off the lake, hit the school, came up through the 

middle of town then twisted and came over to our mission. We praise God that school was not in session, as the  

students were on Easter break. 
 

We received a call around 4 p.m. from Cornelio (one of our students) saying that his grandpa (who is one of our 

guards at the mission) wanted us to know we had damage at the mission and the mission house. Craig left immedi-

ately and went to Jobompiche for four hours and made roof repairs on the bodega that was damaged. We also have 

roof damage over both upstairs bedrooms and the new wood floors in both bedrooms are ruined in the mission 

house. The little casita (house) behind the big house also had damage. We lost a huge tree in our front yard that got 

pulled up by the roots that just missed hitting the house. And those of you who know our dog "Figo", well he is 

okay! Though we cannot imagine what he went through, as Figo is so afraid of all storms. And with all the noise of 

this,  poor Figo.  Bless his heart! Figo was "so happy" to see Craig. They are best friends!! 
  

All electrical lines went down. But crews came out immediately and worked all night long and all day Saturday.   
 

Sunday Craig and I went around the entire village checking on everyone. All of the students, their families and 

homes that people sponsor are fine and had no damage.   
 

There are three school buildings on the property. The new secondary building has structural damage on some beams 

and some roof damage over one of the three rooms. Lots of water also. The primary building had roof damage and 

lots of water and debris in the classrooms. One of the two kindergarten rooms lost some partial roof and lots of water 

damage. It broke our hearts when we got to the school to check on everything. Some students have volunteered to go 

help at the school and many books, notebooks, workbooks, were all laid out on the sidewalks trying to dry. We are 

praying that many parents along with students will volunteer to help clean up. We do not want to see the students  

losing school days to learn.   
 

There have been several homes that were strongly hit and lost entire roofs. Lots of trees, leaves and debris are  

scattered through all the streets. Some homes lost their open kitchen areas and lots of people had water in their 

homes. As we were going through the village we would see beds, mattresses, clothes all outside trying to dry every-

thing out.   
 

We all have our work cut out for us these next few weeks with many repairs and much needs to be done. We ask for 

your continued prayers for Jobompiche. 
 

We're Serving Jesus Joyfully, Peggy and Craig 



Page 7 

 

THANK YOU! 
We are looking at the end of another fun year of ZONE on May 15 th  and once  
again weõve been blessed to have some really special people help make this ministry  

a success.  Even with the changes in time, which came with it changes in the  
structure of our program, theyõve shown up to help and continued to walk beside 
the children as they learned.  When we have the opportunity to have storytellers, 
they bring the words of the Bible to life.  We have such talented men and women 

among us who are able to make it real as they play the roles of these men and women 
of faith.  Our guides then use the craft or game to strengthen what the kids learned 
from the storyteller.  They ask the questions.  They talk about what the storyteller 
meant with their words.  This is such an important part of the program.  And, of 
course, we had a terrific group of faithful people who showed up each and every 
week to create those personal relationships with the kids. Our shepherds were a 

blessing to me and to the kids as well as they worked with them to learn their  
memory verses and talk to them about the stories we learned.  We had a great group 

of people who helped throughout the year bring the stories from the Bible to the 
children in a really special way. Whether you helped one time or twenty,  I canõt say 

thank you enough for all that you did!  This program would not be a success without 
such dedicated people.  So Iõd like to extend my sincere gratitude to the following 

peopleé. 
 

Donna Burkey          James Burkey  
Chris Yepsen            Lee Ann Havenga  

 Shawn Yepsen        Heidi Chapman           
Julie Angus            Anna Schmidt  

Pete Trolinger            Jennifer OõConner 
John Walker          Diane Farrell  

Debbie Walker          Danielle Ehret         
 

I thank you for your dedication and service to our children. J  
*please accept my apology if I left anyone out  

 
 

VBS 
JUNE 6-10 

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
 

We've been invited by Grace Baptist Church to be a part of their VBS program this year! They 
also have invited EV Free to be a part of it and all they ask is that we offer some volunteers to 
help! We were so excited to see an opportunity to be a part of a VBS program again, that we  
accepted and are now asking you if you want to be a part of this exciting partnership. It is a  
western theme this year and should be a lot of fun. It will take place June 6-10 at Grace Baptist 
Church. If you are interested in helping out or want to find out how to get your kids registered, 
please see Lori Trolinger (795-6791) for more information. 
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WIN, GROW, GO: SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 
 

Prayer Shawls: Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is still going strong. 
Do you know someone who could use a hug from God (who doesn’t)? Please call us so that we 
may provide a Prayer Shawl for you to give that “someone” who needs God’s hug.  
Jackie Bean 434-3380  Karen Cohen 433-4308 
 

Why not join a small group? At FPC small groups are important. Why? Because few experiences 
encourage and build our faith more than small groups. Small groups teach us how to better know, 
understand and apply God’s word in daily life. They also become a place of good friendship and  
caring. Want to join a small group? It’s easy! Just talk to Pastor John or one of the small group  
leaders listed below: 
 

Lloyd & Diane Chapman (Sun. AM): 433-0368  John Walker/Men (Thurs. AM): 434-1045 
Mike & Diane Farrell (Sun. PM): 434-2774    Helen Tammen (Thurs. AM): 434-3860 
Chris Yepsen (1

st
 Sun. PM monthly): 488-0279   Lisa Mestelle/Women-Beth Moore Bible Study  

Betsy Feagans (Mon. PM): 433-5480      (Thurs. PM): 434-2318 
Carol Engberg/Women (Mon. PM): 434-0653   Jim Keely/Men (Sat. AM): 433-0868 
Jan & Linda Lindeman (Wed. PM): 431-9904    
 

Handy Food Receipts 
Please save your receipts and bring them to church. We can earn 1% of the receipts totals for our  
church! Boxes will be in Scott Hall and on the table by the church offices. 
 

Ottawa Community Food Basket: 
Donations for the Food Basket for the month of May will be tomato products. 
Let’s fill the barrels at the entrances to our sanctuary and see if we can do 
even more to share our gifts with the less fortunate in our community.  
Monetary donations may also be given; just be sure to designate that it is for 
the Food Basket. 
 

Helping Hands 
The Mission Committee is looking for people who need help getting chores done around their 
homes. This could be something like shoveling snow, washing windows, yard clean up, or other 
things that need to be done but you need help with. We’re also looking for people who would like to 
help with these chores. If you are interested in help, or helping, please contact Cindy Arjes at 915-
1159 or call the church office at 433-1045. 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
The Ottawa Regional Hospital and Healthcare Center is sponsoring a blood drive on Wednesday, 
May 18 from 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. (the only drive in the community that offers such a variety of ap-
pointment times). Please consider answering someone’s prayer for life by calling for an appointment 
to give blood—call 433-5260. 
 

 
 

 
Take the time to check out our growing website!! 

 

Thereôs a new look & Mark Turek is working to keep this updated. 
Just go to www.ottawafirstpres.org and enjoy this work in progress! 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Mark at 431-0093.  
Heôd be glad to hear from you. 
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BARRY’S BLESSINGS 
 

 

 

Have you ever asked yourself, ―When is a good time for God?‖ Some may say when problems arise; 

only in church; once a week, and so on. I believe the best answer is everyday—morning, noon and 

nite! I have learned that God is with me everywhere and every day; to comfort me, or just talk to like a 

good friend. 

 

Time For God 
By Marian Ford Park 

 

At the end of the day when the world is still 

and my thoughts can return to memory, 

I like to relax by my windowsill 

and watch the great river glide out to sea. 

It ripples along in an easy way, 

as the lights blink on shining streaks of gold, 

across sparkling water for sun’s last ray,  

just a final gleam as the day grows old. 

 

Serenity comes to my window seat— 

It’s peaceful and calm as I linger there. 

This time of rest has become my retreat, 

a place for solace and freedom from care. 

Each of us seeks out a place he can be 

closer to God and tranquility. 

 

God bless and shalom, 

Barry Cohen 

 

 

 

 

 

―Forgiveness is unlocking the door to set someone free and realizing you were the prisoner!‖— 

   Max Lucado 

 

There’s no such thing as an ordinary day to those that look at it in an extra-ordinary way! 

 

If you want to find out how rich you are, count all the things you have that money can’t buy. 

 

Don’t wait to find life worth living—make it that way. 

 

God’s Office Hours: 24/7 
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FOOD & FELLOWSHIP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MAY 
 

Steve Burris            7 
Charlien Haralson           8 
Lisa Mestelle            10 
Kimberly Willis            12 
Steve West             13 
Don Morehead, James Burkey      15 
Mary Jane Mess           17 
Jackie Stevenson           19 
John Bean, Adam LeRette        23 
Betsy Feagans            25 
Adam Gaspar, Robin Freeburg      26 
Danica Boaz            31 
 
 

JUNE 
 

Jon Bybee, Nicole Stevenson       1 
David Damron            4 
June Buckingham           8 
Marion Gaspar            9 
Fran Hess, Maxine Brockman       10 
Chris Wilson, Carmela Shea       10 
Jarran Riley             13 
Ruth White, Donna Burkey        14 
Jenna Smithmeyer          17 
Tim Huebner            20 
Bill Buckingham           26 
Chuck White            28 
Freda Robinson           29 

LADIES’ NITE OUT 
 

Tuesday, May 3, 6:00 p.m., at  

 
 

Please contact () 

for info & reservations.  
 

All women are invited for the fun!! 

Bring an extra $1 and maybe win a free meal! 

 

KUM JOIN US  
 

Sunday, May 1 
12:30 p.m.  

at the hospital cafeteria.  
 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
 

Saturday, May 7 

6:30-8:00 a.m. 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
 

114 E. Jefferson St., Ottawa 
 

Speaker: Mary Nevins on her recent 

mission trip 

 

 

 

 

New Address: 

 

Helen Tammen 

961 Pleasant View Lane 

Ottawa IL 61350 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
Every Sunday 
 9:00 am Prayer 

 9:00 am ZONE 

 9:00 am Education  

 9:00 am Fellowship 

10:00 am WORSHIP 

11:15 am Adult Ed. 

  

   

 

 

 

  

Every Wed. 
 

 9 am  Prayer  

library 

  

 

 
 

 7:00 pm 

Choir Practice 

Every Thurs. 
 

 6:15 am Men’s 

Small Group  
 

 9:30 am 

Seniors Small 

Group 
 

 6:30-8:30 pm 

RIOT 

  

1 

 

12:30 pm Kum Join Us 

2  3 

 

 

 5:30 pm 

Prayer Min. Team 

 6 pm 

Ladies’ Nite Out  

4 

 

 

 

 

 7 pm 

Choir Practice 

5 6 
 

 

7 
 

 6:30 am 

Men’s Breakfast at 

First Presbyterian 

8 
 

HAPPY  

MOTHER’S 

DAY 

9 

 
10   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 7 pm Session 

Committee Mtgs 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 7 p.m. 

Choir Practice 

12 
 

 
Angel Food 

Orders Due 

13 

 

 

14 

 
 

 9 am—4 pm 

SESSION RETREAT 

1300 W. Glover St. 

 

15 

MISSION SUNDAY 

GO into the  

world and  

demonstrate faith 

Come learn about the 

recent trip to 

Uganda! 

 

LAST SUNDAY 

FOR ZONE 

16 

 
17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 
 

 7:30 am 

Red Cross Blood 

Drive-Hospital 

  

 

19 

 
20 

 

 

21 

 

 10 to 10:30 am 

Angel Food 

Distribution 

22 

 

23 

 

NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLES 

DUE  

24 

 

 

 7 pm  

Service of  

Healing & 

Wholeness 

25 
 

 

 

26 
 

 

27 
 

 

28 
 

 

29 
 

 

30 
 

MEMORIAL 

DAY 

Church Office 

Closed 

31  
 

    

 

 
      

  2 0 1 1       MAY  
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Service of Healing & wholeness  

Tuesday, May 24  
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary  

 
Let us come together and ask Jesus to meet us in our need 

for healing. If you personally are not in need, but know of 
someone who is, please invite them to join you at this special service.  

 


