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Remember to Pray for One Another! 

Your First Presbyterian Church Family believes in the power of prayer.  (See 
Romans 1:9b-10a).  You are invited to pray intentionally for one another in the First 
Presbyterian Church family..  Please pick up a name of someone to 
pray for from the basket at the back of the sanctuary. 

 

 

Dear friends, 

 

I’d like to share some important items for our life together this fall. 
 

First, our church family is currently walking together through the 

season of stewardship of our financial giving and ministry involve-

ment for 2016.  In worship together on Sunday, October 4, we will 

dedicate our gifts of treasure, time and talent to the LORD for his 

work at First Presbyterian.  Please take time in prayer and consider 

making a generous commitment of your treasure to God’s work that 

will cause you to trust more fully his supply for the remainder of 

your needs.  Also consider how you might step into new places of 

growing trust in the LORD as you get involved in new, untried min-

istries.  Our work of God’s kingdom together is a priceless calling, 

and one that requires us to continually examine our priorities in 

light of our faith.  Please bring the 2016 Stewardship Commitment 

card you received in the mail with you to worship on October 4, or 

find one in the main hallway or in the pews to place on the com-

munion table that morning as your promise to the LORD for the 

coming year.  Remember Malachi 3:8 which says, “’Bring the 

whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  

Test me in this,’ says the LORD Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw 

open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 

you will not have room enough for it.’”  May we all be Living the 

Adventure of Giving!   
 

Second, I’m looking forward to the start of our new sermon series 

this month in I Peter, which speaks to Christians in the 1st century 
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and today about the unique place in which our faith puts us.  As 

followers of Christ, we are aliens and strangers in this world.  We 

reside in the world, but our citizenship is in another place – 

heaven, with Christ our King!  Just as Jesus came to this world 

with a mission, he came from another place telling us about that 

place.  As followers of Christ, how do we live in this world with 

the mission of Christ even as we long for our true home in heaven?  

That’s the challenge of being a Christian – to be IN the world as a 

living, loving witness to the good news of Christ, but not OF the 

world which is hostile to God.  God nevertheless loves this world 

and sends us into it to be witnesses to the life and hope found in 

Christ alone.  This reality of our faith makes us what Peter, in his 

letter, calls… 
 

A Peculiar People 
…which is the title of the sermon series.  The moniker comes from 

Peter’s words in the old King James version of I Peter 2:9, which 

says, “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, A Peculiar People; that ye should shew forth the 

praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvel-

ous light.”  The NIV translates the phrase, “a people belonging to 

God”.  The NLT translates it, “God’s very own possession”.  I am 

looking forward this month to exploring together what this power-

ful letter from one of the most respected disciples of Jesus has to 

say to us about how we live our faith in an alien land as we serve 

and love the God to whom we belong.   
 

Third, please mark your calendars for Sunday, October 18, for an-

other great exchange of friendship, worship and culture with our 

brothers and sisters at Calvary Baptist Church.  Pastor Robert 

Johnson and the good people of Calvary want us to come over to 

their house to rejoice and celebrate in worship that day, the anni-

versary Sunday of their congregation!  It is an honor to be invited 

to join them in this special day, and we always have such rich wor-

ship and community when we gather together.  After worship, all 

will be invited to stay and share a delicious lunch and extended 

conversations of friendship.  Why not invite others you know, 

maybe someone who doesn’t even go to church anywhere?  You 

can promise them that they will have a joyous exposure to African 

American church culture.  This is one of the ways we are the ONE 

church in Ottawa, but from many congregations.   

Living the life of discipleship with you joyfully, 
 

Pastor John Walker 
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Our Elders are 
committed 
 to serving. 

 
 

Diane Kennedy 
(Worship) 

870-740-0442 
 

Dave Farrell 
(Worship) 
252-2351 

 

Lori Trolinger 
(Discipleship) 

795-6791 
 

Lisa Mestelle 
(Discipleship) 

252-7462 
 

Brad Angus 
(Trustee) 
433-2946 

 

Steve Kennedy 
(Trustee) 
343-6731 

 

Dan Duggan 
(Trustee) 
431-9168 

 

Dianne Jamison 
(Mission) 
343-3673 

 

Jim Keely 
(Administration) 

433-0868 
 

Fran Hess 
(Administration) 

433-4237 
 

Kerry Gerding 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

434-4123 
 

Betty Ehret 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

228-2217 
 

Joy Huebner 
(Deacon) 
433-5477 

 

Diane Farrell 
(Clerk of Session) 

434-2774 

 

PER CAPITA  

 
Each year, First Presbyterian Church receives a notification from 

Blackhawk Presbytery of our commitment to send per capita ( liter-

ally, per head) monies for each active member of our congregation to 

Presbytery for use in the ministry and administration of the three lev-

els of church polity, namely Presbytery (Blackhawk), Synod 

(Lincoln Trails), and General Assembly (PCUSA). The per capita 

commitment for our congregation for 2015 was $35.62 for 202 

members, which comes to about $7,000 per year. We receive from 

the congregation designated gifts for per capita of about one-half of 

that amount ($3,500) and the balance is paid from general funds and 

sent to Presbytery for distribution as follows: of each $35.62, Pres-

bytery receives $24.73, Synod receives $3.81, and General Assembly 

receives $7.08. Session decided at the August Session meeting that 

all funds received from the congregation designated as per capita 

donations for 2015, and only those funds so received, would be sent 

to Presbytery for distribution to all three levels of church polity, but 

that for 2016, members could designate to which levels their per 

capita gifts should go, if they wish to do so by written direction with 

their per capita gift. For example, a member could indicate by writ-

ing on the envelope designated for PER CAPITA gift that all go to 

Presbytery or all to Synod. If no indication is made, then the per 

capita gift would be divided among the 3 levels as in past years. 

For an excellent review of PER CAPITA and what it does, Google 

"Blackhawk Presbytery Per Capita" and click on "What is per cap-

ita?" Please see a Session member for answers to any questions. 

 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY IS OCTOBER 4TH!! 

PLEASE BRING YOUR 2016 COMMITMENT CARD! 
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   A Spiritual Adventure in the Holy Land 
   The Footsteps of Jesus Experience is a unique two-week  
   journey to the places where Jesus lived, made disciples, built  
   a spiritual family, and fulfilled his mission. We focus on the  
   historically verifiable sites from Jesus’ life and the spiritual  
   impact these can have on us person ally. The trip begins by  
   exploring the Old Testament roots and the social setting of 

the Gospels in and around Jerusalem, Judea, and the Dead Sea. Then we follow the course of Jesus’ 
life from his birth in the city of Bethlehem, to the Sea of Galilee where he called his disciples, to the 
far north of Israel, and then back to Jerusalem for the climactic conclusion of our journey. 

 

Each day will begin with time for prayer and Scripture-reading based on our itinerary that day.  
We will visit the sites with the greatest historical significance that illuminate the biblical account of 
Jesus’ life. At each site we will offer an overview of the history and archeology and then conclude 
with a time of biblical reflection, sharing, and prayer. Each day we will pause at a meaningful place 
for worship and teaching. The evenings will alternate between opportunities for worship, process-
ing in small groups, and free time.  

 

The group will be limited to 24 people so we can get to know each other and to facilitate more 
flexible movement. We will stay in Christian guesthouses within the ancient walled city of Jerusa-
lem and on the peaceful shores of the Sea of Galilee. We visit many sites by foot so participants 
need to be physically fit and able to walk 4-5 miles a day up hills in warm weather.  

 

Before departure you will have the chance to participate in an eight-session online preparatory 
course introducing the biblical history and archaeology of the sites we will be visiting. The course 
includes an extensive handbook with hundreds of maps, plans, charts, and site reconstructions, 
which will become your reference guide for the trip. This book also includes reflection questions  
on key Scriptures related to the sites we will be visiting each day and space to do some journaling. 

 

Our trip leader is Bob Rognlien, pastor, teacher, and guide with nearly 30 years’ experience. Bob 
has lived in Jerusalem where he conducted post-graduate studies in the archaeology and sociology 
of Jesus’ life. The trip cost, including meals and expenses is $2550 per person.  The additional air-
fare expense to Tel Aviv will be coordinated for our group through a travel agent. 

 

This is not a tour, it is a spiritual pilgrimage. Many people who have taken this journey with us over 
the last 20 years have called it the trip of a lifetime. It is certainly an unforgettable experience that 
will profoundly shape your reading of the Gospels and your walk with Jesus. Go to www.footsteps-
experience.com to learn more.  If you are interested in joining us or want more information, please  
contact John Walker at jwalker@ottawafirstpres.org or (815) 433-1045, ext.4.  Space is limited, so if 
you are feeling led to join us on this spiritual adventure, send a non-refundable deposit check for 
$550 made out to “God Experience” to John Walker, First Presbyterian Church, 114 E. Jefferson 
Street, Ottawa, IL 61350.   

 
 (See next page for dates and daily itinerary)  

http://www.footsteps-experience.com
http://www.footsteps-experience.com
mailto:jwalker@ottawafirstpres.org
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The Footsteps of Jesus Experience  
With First Presbyterian Church  

and Pastor John Walker 
May 21-June 3, 2016 

www.footsteps-experience.com 
 

Daily Itinerary 
Friday, May 20:  Depart for Tel Aviv 

Sat., May 21:  Arrive Tel Aviv PM, stay in Old City of Jerusalem, evening visit to Holy Sepulcher 
and Western Wall 

Sunday, May 22: The World of Jesus, Sadducees and Pharisees: Jerusalem Museum, Temple 
Mount, Mount of Olives (Abraham and Issac) 

Monday, May 23: The World of Jesus, Essenes & Zealots: Wilderness of Judea, Qumran, Masada, 
Dead Sea (Joseph) 

Tuesday, May 24: The Birth of Jesus: Bethlehem, Shepherds' Fields, and Herodium (David) 

Wed., May 25: Jesus' Baptism and Temptation: River Jordan, Wadi Kelt, St. George's Monastery 

Thurs., May 26: Jesus' Home in Galilee: Nazareth, Sepphoris, Cliffs of Arbel, stay at Sea of  
Galilee 

Friday, May 27: Jesus' Headquarters: Capernaum, ancient Galilee Boat, boat trip on the lake  

Sat., May 28: Jesus’ Mission Field: Magdala, Tabgha, Church of the Multiplication of Loaves 
and Fishes, Mount of Beatitudes 

Sunday, May 29: Jesus’ Mission Field: Chorazin, Bethsaida, Kursi, Hippo 

Monday, May 30: Jesus' Retreats: Gamla, Caesarea Philippi, Banias Waterfalls, return to  
Jerusalem 

Tuesday, May 31: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry: Bethany, Lazarus’ Tomb, Mt. of Olives, Pater Noster, 
Dominus Flevit 

Wed., June 1: Jesus' Teaching and Healing in Jerusalem: Temple Mount, Pools of Bethesda & 
Siloam, Hezekiah’s Tunnel, return via Herodian Street or Hakeldema and Hinnom Valley 

Thursday, June 2: Jesus' Last Supper & Trials: Upper Room, St Peter in Galicantu, Garden of  
Gethsemane, Wohl Museum, Palace of Herod, Passover dinner 

Friday, June 3: Jesus' Crucifixion & Resurrection: Via Dolarosa, Golgotha, Church of the Holy  
Sepulcher, Easter Service at Herodian Family Tomb, closing dinner, depart Tel Aviv on evening 
flight  

Saturday, June 4: Arrive home! 

(Revised: 01/03/15) 

http://www.footsteps-experience.com
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School is back in session!  
It’s time again for our Church World Service Challenge!  

 

We would like to make up at least 30 school bags and 1 clean-up bucket to deliver to 

CWS on November 11. We will be assembling the bags on Sunday, November 1st. We 

currently need a few more school bags donated and 12 or more boxes of crayons. 

There also are 12 bags that have been cut and need someone to sew them. Some of the 

items for the clean-up buckets include: scouring pads, sponges, scrub brush, Easy 

Wipes, dust masks, clothespins, 12 oz. Lysol, 25 oz. Dawn Soap, 30-45 gal. heavy duty 

trash bags, 6-9 oz. insect repellent (not aerosol). A list of supplies for the clean-up 

bucket is available on the same table, in Scott Hall, where the donations are displayed. 
 

 

Mission Uganda.  
 

If you would like to donate, we are looking to raise funds for: 
 

Mama Kits ($10 each) 
 

AFRIpad Kits ($15 each) 
 

School fees ($90 for a 1 year’s fees, uniform & supplies) 

 

Amagara Ga Boona medical center (to help finish the building) 

 

To share with needy families (for food, blankets, mosquito nets, etc)  

 

Please contact Dianne Jamison, Debbie Damron, Betsy Feagans or Cindy Arjes.  

 

The Mission Committee thanks you for your continued support! 
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Dear church family,  

First I want to tell you how much I enjoyed being your secretary for 11 years! I 

always enjoyed coming to work and loved hearing from you all. Thank you so 

much for the kind words, cards, flowers, gift cards and gift of money for Uganda!  

That special gift paid the school fees for a year, including supplies and uniform, 

for 3 students at Glory Primary School. It also helped us to purchase food and 

Mama Kits for several families! You are such a giving church and the special peo-

ple that we serve in Uganda thank you also!! I also want to thank you for your 

cards, calls, visits and concerns since my knee surgery. I look forward to getting 

back to church!! 

God bless you all! 

Love, 

Dianne Jamison 

Please join us on Saturday October 10 at 7:30 to 9:00 o'clock 

a.m. at Bethel Lutheran Brethren Church, 651 W. Madison 

St., Ottawa, for breakfast and a special video presentation on 

the Character of a Christian Man. Last month's video was ex-

cellent and helped me understand more fully the mother-son 

relationship with my earthly mother, as well as my relation-

ship with my heavenly Father. I hope you can join us and 

bring a friend. Please contact me (Jim Keely 433-0868)with 

any questions. God Bless.   

 

FEEL GOD’S PRESENCE ALL AROUND 

 

Feel God’s presence all around, 

Stop and listen to all the sounds. 

A sparrow, dove and cardinal, 

All having something to say. 

Each and all of God’s creatures in their own way. 

Large and small, the creator of the universe looks after them all. 

Author: Ruth Stephan 
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Mark your calendars for Family Movie night,  
 

which is scheduled for Friday, October 9, beginning at  
 

6pm.  We will be showing "Prince of Egypt" on the screen  
 

in the Sanctuary.  Popcorn will be served! 
                       

 

 

 

THE Q PLACE IS YOUR PLACE! 
 

Groups Are Now Meeting! 
 

You are invited to attend any of the Y’s FREE discussion groups about God & and the Bible. 

These groups are a great place to ask questions and share beliefs and thoughts. Free childcare is 

provided for morning and evening groups. 
 

Tough Questions Q Place-Tuesdays        9:00 a.m-10:15 a.m.         
 

Q Place Bible Discussion-Wednesdays       9:30 a.m.-10:45a.m. 
 

Men’s Q Place-Wednesdays          6:30 p.m.-7:45 p.m. 
 

ALL GROUPS ARE HELD IN THE YMCA  

CONTERENCE ROOM ON LOWER LEVEL 
 

Call Nancy Klaassen for more information 815-434-1869 or 

See or call Cindy Arjes in church office 815-433-1045 
 

 

Check out the bulletin board in Scott Hall! 
 

 In the past we listed places people were born, NOW  
 

check where you have TRAVELED! We learned that 
 

 most of were born and stayed in Illinois. A few were 
 

 born west of the Mississippi River and a few born out  
 

East. We covered from the East coast to the West coast 
 

 and points in between and a couple born overseas.  
 

Now let’s see where we have traveled…near or far? We 
 

 think of Psalms 103:12 “As far as the east is from the 

 

 west,so far does the Lord remove our transgressions  
 

from us.”In Genesis 12 we see the Lord led Abram to  
 

the  Promised Land, where has the Lord been leading 
 

 us this  
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WIN, GROW, GO: SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 
 

 

Wednesday Prayer Team: 
Please come pray each Wednesday, 9:30 am—10 am, in the church library with a team of dedicated  
pray-ers lifting praises and concerns to the LORD for members of our church family, the greater  
Ottawa community, our missionaries and prayers for our nation and the world. 
 

Free Community Meals; 3rd Sunday of every month: LOOKING TO FILL Au-
gust, September &  
December!! Might God call you to work on the community meal project? On the third 
Sunday of each month volunteers are needed to do the following: Organize the 
meal (decide what to make, plan the purchase of food); cook the meal; visit with 
those eating; clean up. Who can help? Anyone, any age. Are you feeling like you and 
your friends can be the next ones? Contact Kerry Gerding (434-4123) or Betty Ehret (228-2217) for more 
information and to sign up. 
 

Prayer Ministry Team: 
Please consider joining this group. We meet the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the  
Library, and we would love to add to our group. Please contact any of our current team: Mike & Diane 
Farrell, Gayle Schmitt, Cindy Arjes, Susan Hayward, or Pastor John Walker.  
 

Prayer Shawls: Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is still going strong. 
Do you know someone who could use a hug from God (who doesn’t)? Please call us so that we may  
provide a Prayer Shawl for you to give that “someone” who needs God’s hug.  
Jackie Bean 434-3380 
 

Why not join a small group? At FPC small groups are important. Why? Because few experiences  
encourage and build our faith more than small groups. Small groups teach us how to better know,  
understand and apply God’s word in daily life. They also become a place of good friendship and  
caring. Want to join a small group? It’s easy! Just talk to Pastor John or one of the small group contacts 
listed below: 
Mike & Diane Farrell (Sun. PM): 434-2774     Diane Kennedy (Thurs. PM):870-740-0442 
John Walker (1

st
 Sun. PM monthly): 433-1045    Lisa Mestelle/Women-Beth Moore Bible 

Betsy Feagans (Mon. PM): 433-5480       Study (Thurs. PM): 434-2318 
Jack & Sandy Finnegan (Thurs. AM): 433-5253   Jim Keely/Men (Sat. AM): 433-0868 
Carol Engberg/Women: 433-3465         
(Thurs. PM, once a month)            
 

Handy Food Receipts 
Please save your receipts and bring them to church. We can earn 1% of the receipts to-

tals for our  
church! Boxes will be in Scott Hall and on the table by the church offices. 
 

Ottawa Community Food Basket: 
Donations for the Food Basket for the month of June is pasta/spaghetti. Let’s fill the  
barrels at the entrances to our sanctuary and share our gifts with the less fortunate in  
our community.  
 

Sunday Greeters needed: 
We need your smiling face to greet newcomers and "oldcomers" at the front door on Sunday mornings. 
This is a great way to contribute to the life of your church.  
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FOOD, FELLOWSHIP& FAMILY 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 
 

Larry Schmitt            2 
Hannah Walker           2 
Brenda Wegner           3 
Shirley Davey           4 
Arla Severson           5 
Caleb Burkey             6 
Matthew Yepsen           7 
Mary Lou Smith           12 
Robert Lewis            13 
Rob Angus             14 
Joe Schmidt            20 
Jennifer Kennedy          20 
Chris Yepsen            21 
Dan Mestelle            22 
Samantha Ehret           24 
Sharon Roark            25 
 

 

NOVEMBER 
 

Brad Armstrong            1 
Scott Jamison            1 
Julie Angus             1 
Carol Zimmerman .          6 
Jean Zeilmann            6 
Brian Smithmeyer           6 
Dan Nowrocki            7 
Chris Keely             8 
Ron Larabee             9 
Nolan Zarwell           12 
Dave Stuedemann          13 
Steve Kennedy           13 
Jennifer Mansour          13 
Griffin Clemens           15 
Audrey Grobe           15 
Laura Zarwell            15 
Kevin Arjes            16 
Gayle Schmitt           17 
Pat Gerding            18 
Kyle Zarwell            22 
Thaddeus Armstong         26 
Ali Stevenson            27 

LADIES’ NITE OUT 
 

Tuesday, October 6th 6:00 p.m. at  
 

Annie’s Hide-A-Way  
 

Please contact:  
 

Jackie Bean 
434-3380 

for info & reservations.  

 

KUM JOIN US 

SUNDAY, OCT. 4TH 

12:30 P.M. AT THE  

HOSPITAL CAFE 
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Olde English Faire 
 

Rain or Shine! 
 

October 3rd & 4th 
9am to 4pm 

 

Adults- $10 

Ages 7-12- $5 

6 & under- FREE 

 
Turkey Legs! 

Merrie Music 

Castle Tours 

 

To inquire more: 
strongholdcenter.org 

815.732.6111 

Hi! 
 

My name is Chris Busker, Marketing and 

Sales Director at Stronghold. 
 

I only started this position a few months 

ago, however Stronghold has been in my 

life ever since I can remember. With years of 

summer camp experience, 2 summers as sup-

port staff and my Eagle Scout project on site, 

I am prepared to answer any questions on 

how Stronghold can help you. 
 

From a group tent camping area to a 

hotel-style building, we have many levels of 

luxury. 

 

Please give me a call or send me an email - 

whatever you prefer- to let me know when 

you would like to come. 

 

 

(815) 732-6111 x607 

Chris@strongholdcenter.org 

1922 N. Route 2 

Oregon, IL 61061 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
Sunday’s starting 9/13 
 9:00 am Fellowship 

 9:00 am Prayer 

 9:30 am Choir 

 10:00 am WORSHIP 

 

                           

 

 

 

  

Every Wed. 
 

 9:30 am   

Prayer, library 

 

 

 7:00 pm Choir  

  :Library 

Every Thurs. 
 

 9:30 am 

Seniors Small 

Group 

  
Every Saturday 
 

 6:30 am Men’s 

Small Group 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 1 2 3 

 

4 

 

5 

 
6 

 

 

 

 

6 pm 

Ladies’ Nite Out  

7 
 

8 

 
9 
 

10 

11 

 
12 

 
13 

 

 

 

7 pm Session 

Committee Mtgs 

14 
 

15 

 
16 

 

17 

 

18 
 

19 

 

20 

 

 

 

7pm Session 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

25 

 

 

 

 

5pm 

LOL4JC 

26 
 

27 28 30 31  

       

   OCTOBER     2 0 1 5 
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LOL4JC IS BACK! 
 

LOL4JC planning their kick-off on October 17th with a visit to a trampoline park!  

Anyone interested in going on this FUN outing please contact Steve or Jenny Kennedy (343-

6731), Brian Smithmeyer (313-5843) or James Burkey (669-3676).October 18th LOL4JC will 

be serving our community at the Community Meal. The first official class will be on October 

25th with the group then meeting the 2nd and 4th Sundays each month from 5-7 p.m. with 

dinner being served.  

 


