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Remember to Pray for One Another! 

Your First Presbyterian Church Family believes in the power of prayer.  (See 
Romans 1:9b-10a).  You are invited to pray intentionally for one another in the First 
Presbyterian Church family..  Please pick up a name of someone to pray for 
from the basket at the back of the sanctuary. 

Looking Back over 150 years   

Our Church Buildings 

 

 Our church was formed April 13, 1869.   At that time they met in a building 

in the 200 block of Main Street, then moved to 612 Clinton Street (across the 

street and south from the current City Hall).   There were 15 people who trans-

ferred their membership to FPC, and 18 new members.  They elected a session 

of three men, and the first pastor was the Reverend L. Y. Hayes.  Consider that 

in 1869 Ulysses S. Grant was president of the Unites States; the Civil War had 

ended 4 years before in 1865 and the southern states were in the process of re-

building after the war.  Many of the men in the community had returned home 

from the war and were beginning to rebuild life at home.  Ottawa had a popula-

tion of 7736 (according the the first census in 1870)  These 33 people (most 

likely all men) chose to build a church community , and eventually a church 

building. 

Session minutes from the time identify that in the current church was 

constructed in 1870 for $22,000.  Converting that to today’s economy it would 

be over $400,000.  There was no manse (pastor residence) at that time, that was 

built in 1902 next door to the church.  This home cost about $3500 or $97,000 

today.  The Reverend Campbell was the first pastor to live in the home.  During 

Reverend Campbell’s time at FPC, electric lights were installed in the church 

(previously it had been a gas lighting system.  They also renovated the church 

basement, pouring a concrete floor to replace the wood and dirt floor.  In 1925 

with Dr. McClelland as pastor more expansion was needed. 

Continued on pg. 3 
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2016 CWS Kits Challenge 

 

Once again we will join the rest of the Blackhawk  

Presbytery in the 2016 Kits Challenge. Patterns for the 

school bags and shopping lists for both kits are available 

outside of the office and in Scott Hall.  

The finished kits will be delivered to the Presbytery  

meeting on November 8.  

 

WILL EACH CONGREGATION MAKE AT LEAST 

50 School Kits AND 10 Hygiene Kits? 

 
We have learned from Church World Service that at this  

time the greatest need is for these two kits (of course, any 

 quantity of any of the 4 CWS kits will be gratefully  

accepted!) CWS urges us to sew the school bags as  

instructed on their website – no reusable shopping bags 

or backpacks please!! Include only the items listed and  

only the number of each item. Many of our women have 

 volunteered at the CWS warehouse in Maryland.  

Unacceptable items found as we quality controlled the 

kits included: markers, battery operated pencil sharpeners, 

pencil top erasers, packs of two erasers, 10 pencils, rulers 

without centimeters, etc.  

Please follow the instructions exactly!! 

 

Instructions for both kits are on page 4! 
 

Pg. 2 
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Our Elders are 
committed 
 to serving. 

 

Diane Kennedy 
(Worship) 

870-740-0442 
 

Carol Woeckel 

(Worship) 
434-6852 

 

Brian Smithmeyer 

(Discipleship) 
795-6791 

 

Lisa Mestelle 

(Discipleship) 
252-7462 

 

Brad Angus 

(Trustee) 
433-2946 

 

Dan Mestelle 

(Trustee) 
252-7462 

 

Dan Duggan 
(Trustee) 

431-9168 
 

Jim Keely 
(Administration) 

433-0868 
 

Kerry Gerding 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

434-4123 
 

Betty Ehret 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

228-2217 
 

Ron Koestler 

(Missions) 

343-6088 
 

Mike Farrell 

(Deacon) 

433-5477 
 

Diane Farrell 

(Clerk of Session) 

434-2774 

 

In 1925 the country was booming.  There was 3% unemployment under 

President Calvin Coolidge; Sears, Roebuck had just opened their first store in 

Chicago, Mount Rushmore was completed and dedicated; the First World War 

had ended, and radio was beginning to be the popular method of communica-

tion.  Dr. McClelland challenged the congregation to provide space for Sunday 

school classes and make the basement useful.  Included in this plan was to move 

the manse from next door to the church to a lot purchased across the street, al-

lowing for the building expansion.  (The former manse remains across the street, 

and is now a doctor’s office)  During the first week of pledges for the new build-

ing $55,000 was pledged (over $750,000 in today’s money).  One family alone 

pledged $4000 (over $50,000 in today’s money)  Our Scott Hall is named for 

this family Samuel and Anna Scott.  The cornerstone for the current three story 

education wing was put in place in 1929, and then, the Great Depression came.  

According to local history, 3 of the 4 local banks closed but the work on the 

education wing continued.   Church leaders used good judgement, not taking a 

loan to complete the work, but securing the money ahead of the work needed.   

The building was completed in the midst of the Great Depression and the Pres-

byterian Church had a fully functioning kitchen, indoor bathrooms, a fireplace in 

the “ladies parlor” and a basement recreation room.   During the 1930’s much of 

church members’ lives focused around their church building as a public meeting 

place.  Disposable income was unheard of, cars were rare, the community had 

theaters but even the 25 cent movies were unaffordable for many.  This new 

space was not used only on Sunday mornings but the church held regular activi-

ties throughout the week.  This was a blessing to the church and the community 

to have an area that met the community needs. 

We are grateful that over 150 years the desire to overcome challenges has not 

ended; and we continue to be a place to grow all followers to deeper faith. 
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Church World Services School Kits 
 

School kits give children in impoverished schools, refugee camps, or other difficult settings some of 
the basic tools for learning. 

 To assemble a school kit you will need: 

 

              One pair of blunt metal scissors (rounded tip) 

              Three 70-count spiral notebooks or notebooks totaling 200-210 pages (No loose-leaf or       
  fiiller paper) 

              One 30 centimeter ruler (12”) 

              One hand-held pencil sharpener 

              One large eraser 

              Six new pencils with erasers 

              One box of 24 crayons (only 24) 

              One 12” x 14” x 17” finished size cotton or lightweight canvas bag with cloth handles.  

(Please, no reusable shopping bags or backpacks.) 

Pack all items inside the cloth bag.  A requested donation of $2 per kit will ship the kit from CWS 
warehouses around the world!  

 

CWS Hygiene Kits 

Here’s what you’ll need: 

 One hand towel measuring approximately 15″ x 28″ to 16″ x 32″ (no fingertip, bath, dish towel or 

micro-fiber) 
 

 One washcloth 
 

 One wide-tooth comb removed from the package 
 

 One fingernail or toenail clipper removed from the package 
 

 One bath-size bar of soap in the wrapper 
 

 One toothbrush in the package 
 

 Ten standard size Band-Aids 

All items need to fit inside a one-gallon plastic zipper closure bag. Remove the excess air from the bag 

and seal before boxing. Do NOT add any extra items or toothpaste. A tube of extended expiration date 

toothpaste will be added to each hygiene kit just prior to its final journey. 

Pg. 4 
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The Illinois Valley Citizens for Life Announces… 

 

40 days for Life Campaign 

 

40 Days for Life begins September 24, 2016 with an opening rally in Washington Park 

(corner of Jackson and LaSalle Sts. In downtown Ottawa) from 5pm to 7pm. Bring your 

lawn chairs.  

 

For more information call Sabina at 815-681-0073, or go online:  

40daysfor life.com/ottawaillinois 

 

Prayer warriors are needed for the vigil which starts on September 28th-November 

6th from 7am-7pm 

 

 

 

FPC is currently holding a Capitol Fund Drive!  

There is a need for $34,000 to repair the roof and stop any further damage to the church 

building. Please prayerfully consider making a donation.  

Donations can be made to the Building Fund.  

If you have any further questions please contact Dan Mestelle (252-7462).  

 

 

 

Sarah and Hannah Walker’s New Address 

 

8424 N. Nevada St., Apt. 337 

Spokane, WA 99208 

They would love to hear from you! 

Pg. 5 
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COME AND HAVE BREAKFAST 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 11 AT 8:30 A.M. 

DONE BY 9:00 A.M. 

SCOTT HALL FOR STEWARDSHIP KICKOFF 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

ITEMS FROM STEVE’S BAKERY 

PICK UP PLEDGE CARDS FOR YOU AND OTHERS 

SEE YOU THERE AND BRING A FRIEND 

IF QUESTIONS, CONTACT JIM KEELY (433-0868) OR  

PETE TROLINGER (795-6791) 

Pg. 6 
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Can you imagine what education would be like in the US if a teacher’s only  

educational tool was a chalkboard and chalk?? That was the case at Glory Primary 
School in Uganda!  It was sad to observe, especially knowing how available they are 
available in every school in America! 

 

For several years now, our Uganda team has been collecting CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
for Uganda! We were frequently asked HOW ARE YOU GOING TO GET THEM TO 
UGANDA? We had to honestly say that we had no idea but we were confident that 
God would make a way to get them there! To make a long, GOD-DRIVEN STORY 
shorter, the 1,600 books are now in the Glory Primary School Library! And the good 
news is, Milton has found us another small school that is in dire need of books!!!  

 

ST. PAUL PRIMARY SCHOOL children are excited to have been chosen by us for our 
next project!  We have already collected several hundred books and Carol Woeckel and 
Debbie Damron are in the process of duplicating the process of preparing the books for 
their eventual shipment to Uganda, hopefully, summer 2017.  But we are very short on 
our goal of 1,500 books. Would you consider blessing this project with children’s 
books?—Christian, hard back, sturdy paperback, sets of children’s books, beginning 
reader books, junior chapter books and baby books! If in doubt you can contact  

Dianne, Debbie or Carol Woeckel. FPC can be proud to know that they have helped 
improve the education of children in Kahondo, Uganda, and have given them a sense 
of school pride. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!   
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THE UGANDA TEAM REPORT 
 

For two weeks, the team of six  

Ottawans, joined by Debbie’s two  

Ugandan teen girls, worked their way from East to West in Uganda and 

not only observed God at work, but they PARTICIPATED with Him!!!  

The trip involved a couple small problems BUT, all the scheduled  

projects were quite successful and there was spiritual growth, along with 

great personal satisfaction, as they served in the poorest regions of 

Uganda! 
 

CHARACTER COUNTS was presented by the team in three schools. 

Each character pillar was highlighted by the team as ideas were shared re-

ciprocally with the Ugandan teens. Some of the situations were quite 

unique to the Ugandan culture, but generally, it was discovered that teens 

everywhere struggle with the same issues and concerns. The main point 

impressed upon them is that we all serve God who provides us with the 

perfect example of good character—Jesus Christ!!! 

OTHS Interact Club had done some fundraising projects so teen girls can 

stay in school all year long!!  Because of that effort, 165 AFRIpads were 

purchased and distributed to girls in need! The drop-out rate for teen girls 

is staggering so this contribution will allow girls to continue their educa-

tion without interruption! Education provides HOPE for a better future!  
 

The team was so grateful for all the generous donations from FPC mem-

bers and over 100 MAMA KITS were given to expectant mothers! A num-

ber of past recipients were present to show off their healthy babies which 

very likely were saved because of their MAMA KIT gift from last year!! 

Other special donations purchased pigs for an orphanage which will pro-

vide some sustainable income for years to come! The team helped begin 

the construction on their new pig containment!!  

Another project:  MANY widows will be receiving seeds from the  

REVOLVING SEEDS program through ITI. The seeds will provide food 

and additional seeds that will be planted the following year! It is almost 

impossible to imagine the level of hunger present in these rural  

areas of Uganda  

Cont. on pg. 9 
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SOLE HOPE was a new adventure that the team participated in. SOLE HOPE 

is located in Jinja and this non-profit is focused on eradicating jiggers from 

the feet of children and adults! The jiggers burrow into the feet and lay eggs 

which, left to fester, will cause great pain and  

permanent damage. Our team was able to deliver 100 pair of denim shoe pat-

terns, cut by friends and family,  that will be sewn into shoes for those need-

ing them!! This was a great experience for the team!!! 

Priscilla and Grandma Flavia’s sponsor had directed money for a new brick 

home and the team was able to start the project for them! The  

traditional way of moving bricks from place to place was the old  

fashioned ‘bucket brigade’ and  a couple thousand bricks were relocated!!!  

The house will be built as money arrives from the sponsor, so it may take sev-

eral years to complete!The team felt deep satisfaction as they became part of 

the history of building a new sturdy home for the jubilant homeowners!!!  
 

While at Glory Primary School the team set up HUGE flea market with all the 

extra clothes that was in tow! It was an idea that proved to be both exciting 

and profitable for the church!! Items were organized on the desk/chairs from 

the church and were priced to sell!! The community had been informed earlier 

so many came prepared to purchase these special clothes! After the final schil-

ling was counted, it was determined that they had made 345,000 UG schilling 

($100) which will benefit the church! Totally a WIN/WIN activity!!! 

Throughout the 2 weeks, our team experienced all the ups and downs of living 

together in tight quarters under somewhat stressful situations. But, all in all, 

GOD did some amazing work both IN US and THROUGH US! That can only 

happen when we lean on God and trust that He will use us and our work to 

glorify Him and in the long run, that was done very well! The team would 

jointly like to thank the members of FPC for your generosity in making this a 

successful mission trip!!  

 Pictures of our trip are on pg. 10 
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Have you seen all the beautiful new remodeling at FPC 

this summer? 
 

Our whole FPC family is very grateful to the many creative, industrious 

and generous members who came together and contributed many, many 

hours in hot and humid conditions to beautify some spaces in our building! 

First notice, if you have not already, how beautifully painted the main 

stairwell is as you enter from the Jefferson Street door.  The handsome new 

color schemes, fresh paint, new window coverings and handsome wall 

hangings have brought a much-needed update and fresh look to that space.  

It will be an attractive entry to all the Opportunity School parents and chil-

dren as they come into the building this fall.  Thank you! 
 

Second, if you have not yet gone through the narthex at the back of the 

sanctuary…are you in for a surprise!  That space was so dated for so long, 

most of us went through there without thinking about it – like it was invisi-

ble.  However, it wasn’t invisible to those coming into the sanctuary for the 

first time getting their first impression of the FPC building.  Now, after 

many hours of creative thought and loving work performed by the Sunday 

night small group and others, it is a showplace! Wow!   
 

Thank you faithful FPC servants for giving to bless us all with these beau-

tiful spaces!  You did some really great work! 

 

 

Chris, Shawn, Matthew, Charlotte (Charlie)  

   and Andrew Yepson have moved! 

 

Their new address is 1715 Park Ave. W,  

Princeton, IL 61356 

Pg. 11 
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LaSalle County CASA is looking for volunteers! 

Please consider joining their training  

classes listed below. 

September Class Dates 

September 12, 2016 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  September 22, 2016 6:00 p.m. to 

9:00 p.m. 

September 15, 2016 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  September 24, 2016 9:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. 

September 19, 2016 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  September 26, 2016 6:00 p.m. to 

9:00 p.m. 

September 21, 2016 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  September 28, 2016 9:00 a.m. to 

Pg. 12 
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LOVE, WIN, GROW, GO: SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 

 

 

Wednesday Prayer Team: 
Please come pray each Wednesday, 9:30 am—10 am, in the church library with a team of dedicated  
prayers lifting praises and concerns to the LORD for members of our church family, 
the greater Ottawa community, our missionaries and prayers for our nation and the 
world. 
 

Free Community Meals; 3rd Sunday of every month: LOOKING TO FILL  
December and into 2017. Might God call you to work on the community meal pro-
ject? On the third Sunday of each month volunteers are needed to do the following:
 Organize the meal (decide what to make, plan the purchase of food); cook the meal; visit with those 
eating; clean up. Who can help? Anyone, any age. Are you feeling like you and your friends can be the 
next ones? Contact Kerry Gerding (434-4123) or Betty Ehret (228-2217) for more information and to sign 
up. 
 

Prayer Shawls: Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is still going strong. 
Do you know someone who could use a hug from God (who doesn’t)? Please call us so that we may  
provide a Prayer Shawl for you to give that “someone” who needs God’s hug.  
Jackie Bean 434-3380 
 

Why not join a small group? At FPC small groups are important. Why? Because few experiences  
encourage and build our faith more than small groups. Small groups teach us how to better know,  
understand and apply God’s word in daily life. They also become a place of good friendship and  
caring. Want to join a small group? It’s easy! Just talk to Pastor John or one of the small group contacts 
listed below: 
Mike & Diane Farrell (Sun. PM): 434-2774   Betsy Feagans (Mon. PM): 433-5480 
John Walker (1

st
 Sun. PM monthly): 433-1045  Lisa Mestelle/Women-Beth Moore Bible 

Jack & Sandy Finnegan (Thurs. AM): 433-5253 Study (Thurs. PM): 252-7462 
Jim Keely/Men (Sat. AM): 433-0868     Carol Engberg/Women: 433-3465 
             (Thurs. PM, once a month) 
 

Handy Food Receipts 
Please save your receipts and bring them to church. We can earn 1% of the receipts  
totals for our church! Boxes will be in Scott Hall and on the table by the church offices. 
 

Ottawa Community Food Basket: 
Donations for the Food Basket for the month of June is pasta/spaghetti. Let’s fill the  
barrels at the entrances to our sanctuary and share our gifts with the less fortunate in  
our community.  
 

Sunday Greeters needed: 
We need your smiling face to greet newcomers and "oldcomers" at the front door on Sunday mornings. 
This is a great way to contribute to the life of your church.  
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AUGUST 
 

Carol Engberg           2 

Fred Bryson            6 

JoAnne Arwood           8 

Evan Boaz             8 

Tobias Burkey           9 

Jack Finnegan           20 

Addison Duggan          22 

Debbie Long            22 

Jackie Bean            25 

Lori Wischermann          25 

Char Bragg            31 

Chelsea Yee            31 

Ashley McGrath           31 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Noah Mansour           1 

Victoria Yee            2 

Forest Stuedemann         3 

Cindy Arjes .           4 

Pete Hoffmann           4 

Brian Zeilmann           6 

Roy Peters             10 

Joan Bost             10  

Jon Woodyer            14 

Peggy Roeder           15 

Mark Brockman           15 

Dan Duggan            16 

Matthew Hoffmann         16 

Kate O’Connor           22 

Craig Harvey            22 

Deb Damron            23 

Katie Duggan            26 

David Farrell            28 

 
 

LADIES’ NITE OUT 

Tuesday, September 6, 6:00 p.m. at  

Hank’s 

Please contact:  

Mary Ganiere at 

815-343-7215 

for info & reservations. 

 

 

 

KUM JOIN US 
 

SUNDAY, September 4  
 

IN THE LIBRARY  
FOLLOWING WORSHIP. 

 
WE WILL MEET AT HALFTIME 

RESTAURANT FOLLOWING OUR 
MEETING 

 
 

All are welcome! 
 

FOOD, FELLOWSHIP& FAMILY 

Pg. 14 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Every Sunday 

 9:00 am Prayer 

 9:30 am WORSHIP 

10:45 am  

              Fellowship 

10:45 am-ZONE 

                           

 

 

 

  

Every Wed. 

 

 9:30 am   

Prayer, library 

 

7 pm– Choir,  

          library 

  

Every Thurs. 

 

 9:30 am 

Seniors Small 

Group 

  

Every Saturday 

 

 6:30 am Men’s 

Small Group 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 1. 2. 3. 

 

4. 

 

 

11:00 AM–Kum  

               Join Us  

 

5. 

 
6. 

 

 

6 pm- 

Ladies Nite Out 

 

7. 

 

 

 

 

 

7 pm–Choir  

Practice Starts! 

8. 9. 
 

10. 

11. 

8:30 am–  

Stewardship  

Breakfast in Scott 

Hall 

 

10:45 am–Sundae 

                  Sunday! 

12. 13. 

 

 

 

7pm-Committee 

          Meetings 

14. 15. 16. 17. 

 

18. 

9:30 am– Bible 

Sunday 

10:45am-ZONE, 

Jr. & Sr. Sunday 

School 
 

12-1 pm- 

Community Meal 

5-6 pm– LOL4JC 

19. 20. 

 

 

 

 

7pm-Session  

         Meeting 

21. 22. 23. 24. 

25. 

 
26. 27. 

 

28. 29. 30.  

       

   September   2 0 1 6 
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First Presbyterian Church 

114 East Jefferson Street 

Ottawa, Illinois   61350 
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IT’S TIME FOR ZONE AND LOL4JC!!! 

September 11, 10:45 am         Sundae Sunday 
 
September 18, 9:30 am           Bible Sunday 
 
September 18, 10:45 am         ZONE Kickoff 
 
September 18, 5:00 pm           LOL4JC (Junior High Ministry) 
 


