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Remember to Pray for One Another! 

Your First Presbyterian Church Family believes in the power of prayer.  (See 
Romans 1:9b-10a).  You are invited to pray intentionally for one another in the First 
Presbyterian Church family..  Please pick up a name of someone to pray for 
from the basket at the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Looking Back 150 years 

1942- 43 

 

 In 1942 FPC had been in our community for 73 years, and our 

community was learning to live with restrictions. Because of the 

war, gasoline, tires, new cars, clothing, and foods were all in limited 

supply.  Families received ration cards or coupon books that al-

lowed them to purchase these items in small quantities.  For people 

in rural Ottawa, gardens were one way to overcome the limits in 

fruits and vegetables and people preserved (canned) whatever they 

could since there were limits in the stores.  Clothing was also ra-

tioned and the government set a goal of reducing the use of textiles 

15% in order to allow for more to go towards uniforms.  Men’s suits 

were fashioned using less material, and vests were eliminated, 

women’s skirts were narrower and shorter.    The war was impacting 

our local community and the impact on First Presbyterian church 

started to be reflected in the minutes in 1942.  The session decided 

not to hold the annual canvas of membership in order to conserve 

gasoline and tires.  They worked on how to extend services, reduce 

meetings, and pastoral calls so that people did not have to drive  and 

they used annual Thanksgiving dinner as a call to join membership 

or reaffirm membership. 
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ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF ELDERS 

 

Please join us in Worship on Sunday, January 14 for the              

ordination and installation of the new elders class of 2021! 

Mark Brockman will be ordained and installed as an elder while 

Gayle Schmitt and Dave Farrell will be installed as elders. 

 

The Community Tutoring Program at Illinois Valley Community 

College is currently accepting participants for its upcoming free 

Volunteer Tutor Training. Training will be offered on Saturday, 

January 27, 2018, at the IVCC main campus. The Community 

Training program assists 350 adult literacy students each year in 

adult Education classes. Literacy students consist of those testing 

below 9th grade level in reading, math, and writing, and also Eng-

lish Language Acquisition students. Please consider joining us in 

this important effort to improve literacy in the Illinois Valley. Give 

Angela Dunlap a call today for more information on becoming a 

volunteer tutor. Her direct line is 815-224-0479. 
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Our Elders are 
committed 
 to serving. 

 

 
Brian Huebner 

(Worship) 
433-5477 

 

Mike Farrell 

(Worship/Deacon) 

434-2774 
 

Brian Smithmeyer 
(Discipleship) 

795-6791 
 

Lisa Mestelle 
(Discipleship) 

252-7462 
 

Brad Angus 
(Trustee) 
433-2946 

 

Dan Mestelle 
(Trustee) 
252-7462 

 

Dan Duggan 
(Trustee) 

431-9168 
 

Jim Keely 
(Administration) 

433-0868 
 

Pete Trolinger 
(Administration) 

795-6791 
 

Kerry Gerding 
(Fellowship & Outreach) 

434-4123 
 

Betty Ehret 

(Fellowship & Outreach) 

228-2217 
 

Ron Koestler 

(Missions) 

343-6088 
 

Diane Farrell 

(Clerk of Session) 

434-2774 
 

 

.  
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 Joining during that year were Mr. and Mrs. Donald Stevenson, 

and Mrs. Stevenson (Mickey) was a member until her death in 2010.  

Cora Pope died 1942 leaving a legacy for care for elderly women in 

her home on the south bluff overlooking the river.  The Synod con-

tinues to manage her legacy. 

 The Session meeting minutes for 1942-43 reflect several families 

joining the church as young men went into the service.  In one case, 

three generations came together as new members; the  grandmother 

an immigrant from Switzerland, her two adult children, and their 

two sons who were going off to war.  On another occasion, Rev. 

McClelland went to the local hospital to baptize and receive into 

membership two men.  Both later died that week from their injuries 

(it was not clear if these were related to the war).  At another meet-

ing the minutes read: Carl Gerding, who enlisted in the armed   

services of our country, appeared before the session asking be    

received into membership before leaving for training.  Carl was 

baptized and received into membership and later married Donna 

Dietman (who was also serving by working as a dancer in the USO) 

and their daughter Kerry is a wonderful part of our current session.  

Kerry said her parents knew each other before her dad joined the 

service; they served together and returned home to get married. 
 

We are thankful to the leadership in the 1940’s who worked to build 

our church family. 
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STOCK THE STORE 
 

With Christmas just around the corner, Believe in Uganda would like to 

announce an opportunity to GIVE to the poorest of the poor in Uganda!  
 

Since 2008, it has been a tradition for the    Ottawa team to present 

each destitute family they visit with gifts—basic needs that the fam-

ily has lived without for a very long time. Milton, the director of In-

novations for Transformation Initiatives, wants to open a small store 

at his facility and stock it with many of those necessities. His staff 

has compiled a list of needs and costs, then those items will be 

handed out to those families who qualify for the donation. Thus, the 

fundraiser, STOCK THE STORE!!  
 

Would you please consider making a financial contribution towards 

this fundraiser so we can help provide basic needs to families in 

Uganda? Your help is greatly appreciated!  

Any donation can be made to the Mission Committee indicating 

Uganda Fundraiser. 
 

1. Bath soap (24)     $27.00 

2. Washing soap (24)       27.00 

3. Lotion/petroleum jelly (12)     20.00 

4. Mosquito nets (4)       23.00 

5. Toothbrush (10)         4.00 

6. Toothpaste (16)       16.00 

7. Sugar (12 kgs)       14.00 

8. Posho (24 kgs)       14.00 

9. Rice (24 kgs)        20.00 

10.Match box (1)         1.00 

11.School Books (4 doz)        5.00 

12.Pens/pencils (1 box)        1.00 

13.Cooking oil (12 kgs)      20.00 

14.Salt (24 packets)         7.00 

15.Shoe polish (6 tins)        5.00 

Pg. 4 



LOVE, WIN, GROW, GO: SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 

Would you be willing to supply a meal for our Jr. High Youth Group (LOL4JC)? 

They meet on the 2nd and 4th Sundays from 5 pm to 7 pm, and they start each meeting with a meal to 
begin a time of fellowship before launching into their discussion and game time.  Please contact Lori 
Trolinger (815-795-6791) or Lisa Smithmeyer (815-313-5843) if you would like to commit to preparing a 
meal for our LOL4JC kids 

Free Community Meals; 3rd Sunday of every month: LOOKING TO FILL  

for April, July, August, September and December of 2018. Might God call you to 
work on the community meal project? On the third Sunday of each month volun-
teers are needed to do the following: Organize the meal (decide what to make, plan 
the purchase of food); cook the meal; visit with those eating; clean up. Who can 
help? Anyone, any age. Are you feeling like you and your friends can be the next 
ones? Contact Dave Farrell (815-252-2351) or Gayle Schmitt (815-667-4964) for 
more information and to sign up. 

Prayer Shawls: Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is still going strong. 

Do you know someone who could use a hug from God (who doesn’t)? Please call us so that we may  

provide a Prayer Shawl for you to give that “someone” who needs God’s hug.  

Jackie Bean 434-3380 

Why not join a small group?  

At FPC small groups are important. Why? Because few experiences  

encourage and build our faith more than small groups. Small groups teach us how to better know,  

understand and apply God’s word in daily life. They also become a place of good friendship and  

caring. Want to join a small group? It’s easy! Just talk to Pastor John or one of the small group contacts  

listed bellow: 
 

Mike & Diane Farrell (Sun. PM): 434-2774    Carol Engberg/Women: 433-3465 

John Walker (1
st
 Sun. PM monthly): 433-1045   (Thurs. PM, once a month) 

Jack & Sandy Finnegan (Thurs. AM): 433-5253  Women’s Bible Study (Thurs. PM):  

Jim Keely/Men (Sat. AM): 433-0868      Debbie (252-7309) or Amanda (424-333-8429)  

Handy Food Receipts 

Please save your receipts and bring them to church. We can earn 1% of the receipts  

totals for our church! Boxes will be in Scott Hall and on the table by the church offices. 

If you have any questions please contact Gayle Schmitt (815-667-9892). 

Ottawa Community Food Basket: 

Donations for the Food Basket for the month of November are baking products. Let’s fill 
the barrels at the entrances to our sanctuary and share our gifts with the less fortunate in 
our community.  

Sunday Greeters needed: 

We need your smiling face to greet newcomers and "oldcomers" at the front door on Sunday mornings. 

This is a great way to contribute to the life of your church please contact Brian Huebner (815-433-5477) 

for more information.  
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FOOD, FELLOWSHIP& FAMILY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 
 

Aspen Stuedemann          1 

Sandy Finnegan            4 

Lori Olson              4 

Ben Dial              6 

Bruce Smith   .          6 

Karen Mikkelsen            6 

Helen Tammen           11 

Sawyer Booras           11 

Betty Angus            18 

Holly Hess             22 

Jax & Marek Zarwell         24 

Anna Schmidt           26 

Willow Stuedemann         27 

Olivia Trolinger           28 

 

JANUARY 
 

Jodi Martin             5 

Keith Stevenson            5 

Michael Hess             6 

Betty Ehret            12 

Dawn Hess            13 

Cathy Peters            21 

Nathalie Schmidt          26 

Debbie Walker,            27 

Dana Snook            27 

Diane Kennedy,           28 

Winona Bartlett             31 

 

 
LADIES’ NITE OUT 

 
 

Tuesday, January 2 
 

 6:00 p.m.at  
Annies’s   

in Naplate 
 

Please contact:  
 

Idalia Stricklin 
815-488-5182 

for info & reservations. 

 

 

 

KUM JOIN US 
 

SUNDAY, January 7  
at 11:00 a.m. 

 
IN THE LIBRARYS 

 
WE WILL MEET AT  

HALFTIME RESTAURANT 
 FOLLOWING MEETING 

 
All are welcome! 

 

Pg. 6 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjc_amn5dLXAhWK14MKHTjxC2QQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamenglish.com%2Fhappybirthdaysong&psig=AOvVaw1ndOU54c9mwDuLtJ2c5ksR&ust=1511461009369975


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Every Sunday 

 8:45 am Prayer 

9:00 a.m. Choir Prac-

tice 

 9:30 am WORSHIP 
10:45 am  Fellowship 

10:45 am-ZONE, Jr. & 

Sr. High Sunday School  

                           

 

 

 

  

Every Wed. 

 

 

7 pm Choir in the       

          Library 

   

Every Thurs. 

 

 9:30 am 

Seniors Small 

Group 
 

 

  

Every Saturday 

 

 7:30 am Men’s 

Small Group 

 1. 2. 

OFFICE  

CLOSED 

3. 4. 5. 6. 

7. 
 

 

8. 

 

9. 

 

 

 

 

7 pm-Committee 

           Meetings 

10. 11. 12. 
 

13. 

14. 

9:30 am-Ordination 

and Installation of  

Elders 
 

11:45 am– Future 

            Cast Team 

 

5 pm– LOL4JC 

15. 16. 

 

 

 

 

7 pm– Session 

17. 18. 19. 

 
20. 

 

21. 

 

 

NOON-Community 

              Meal 

22. 

 
23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 

28. 

 

11:45 am– Future 

            Cast Team 

 

 

5pm-LOL4JC 

29. 30. 

 

31.    

       

   2 0 1 8 
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Please sign up for important messages from First Pres.! 

 

We are using the remind.com system to send you urgent and non-urgent messages. Please 

 text the message @dd7ch9 to the number 81010 and follow the instructions you may get. 

 If you have any questions please contact Cindy (433-1045) in the office and she will   

  try to help you. 


